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Football and its fans: A delicate balance 


By Roy Hay 


ootball fandom, 

like sporting per- 

formance in gen- 
eral, involves a delicate 
balance. When you are 
coaching youngsters 
to play the game, you 
want them bursting out 
of their skins to achieve 
the highest level of per- 
formance on the field, 
but yet you expect them 
not only to obey the laws 
of the game but also to 
recognise and respect 
its spirit as well. So, too, 
with fans. 


Without them there is no atmo- 
sphere. Australian football is privi- 
leged and lucky to have thousands 
of youngsters who are prepared to 
sing, chant, shout and jump about 
for ninety minutes at games around 
the country. This has not come 
about by accident and while the 
football authorities deserve much 
of credit for the changes they have 
made in the organisation of the 
game, most of it belongs to the fans 
themselves. 

All the evidence suggests that they 
were desperate to have teams that 
they could support whose ideol- 
ogy was inclusive and whose locus 
was ‘a geographical expression’ in 
Australia, not something that could 
be portrayed as foreign. Hence 
they poured out in numbers to sup- 
port Melbourne Victory, Adelaide 
United, Perth Glory, Sydney FC 
and now Western Sydney Wan- 
derers and to give the A-League 
something which its predecessor 
struggled to obtain—a dynamic de- 
mographic based on the domestic 
population, not just the most recent 
cohort of immigrants. 

There is no chance that this new 
style of fandom will be satisfied 
with the sedentary enjoyment of 
the qualities of the game by the ma- 
jority of those who are drawn to A- 
League games today. Without their 
‘active support’, Australian games 
would be like those of some teams 
in the English Premier League, 
characterised as ‘Highbury the li- 
brary’ or the ‘Prawn sandwiches 
brigade’ at Old Trafford as casti- 
gated by Roy Keane. But these fans 
are very demanding. 

They expect high levels of equally 
committed performance by those 
who wear the colours of the teams 
they support. They are protective of 
each other in face of critical attacks 
in the media. They are noisy, bois- 
terous and as offensive as sledging 
cricketers or the Barmy Army or, 
for that matter, Australian Rules 
barrackers. Many of them also at- 
tend footy matches regularly. 

The Melbourne Victory support- 
ers consist of a number of distinct 
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Place to be. Victorian number 
plate slightly amended. 


groupings. The largest by far was 
the Blue and White Brigade which 
was there when the club began in 
2005, even before the league sea- 
son kicked off. Unlike many of 
the fan organisations at other A- 
League clubs, the BWB and other 
supporter groups are not part of the 
Victory club but want to influence 
its policies. They do not accept 
formal responsibility for policing 
their peers, though they try hard to 
influence behaviour and collective 
support. Victory has been at log- 
gerheads with another group of its 
active supporters, the Northern Ter- 
race Collective. A loose amalgam 
of different sections, this element 
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of the attendance professes to want 
to fill their end of the ground with 
active supporters. The club how- 
ever wants to cordon off and con- 
trol entry to the active support area 
at roughly its current size so that 
space is reserved for the accommo- 
dation and protection of other, less 
vocal and active fans. 

The activities of the active sup- 
porter groups also provide cover 
for more nefarious behaviour by 
others whom both the fan groups 
and the football authorities would 
like to do without. So Football 
Federation Australia also has to be 
careful. Its proposed penalty of a 
suspended three points deduction 


from Victory or Wanderers offers 
a free kick to anyone or any group 
that wishes to foment an incident at 
a game or in the lead up to or after- 
math of one. This is not beyond be- 
lief. Examples have occurred in the 
past where people associated with 
one club provoked incidents at the 
home ground of another resulting 
in penalties for that organisation. 

Moreover, it is not clear what the 
clubs could have done to prevent 
the incident in Bourke Street that 
preceded and may have been the 
catalyst for the events at AAMI 
Park last Saturday night when Mel- 
bourne Victory met Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers. As has happened 


Collective support. Victory fans respond to 
what they saw as ee security. 
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Downside, flares. Flares in Western Sydney | 
Wanderers supporters area in March 2013. | 
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in England, turning the stadia into 
controlled zones does not eliminate 
incidents but tends to displace them 
elsewhere. 

In the stand at AAMI Park the oth- 
er night when the firecrackers went 
off there was a brief moment when 
you wondered whether this was 
something much more serious. The 
thought of a terrorist attack briefly 
crossed my mind before it became 
clear that there was a flare and fire- 
cracker episode. That was worrying 
enough, having been in the press- 
box at a Victorian Premier League 
grand final when a projectile flew 
past the open window at eye level 
travelling from one end of the stadi- 
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um to nearly the other and striking 
a young girl at the conclusion of its 
trajectory. So the notion of stamp- 
ing out flares and firecrackers and 
anti-social behaviour at A-League 
games is laudable and to be sup- 
ported, but it needs to be associated 
with measures to encourage the 
self-expression of the active fans 
without whom the football experi- 
ence would be much poorer. Right 
to the end of the comprehensive de- 
feat by Brisbane Roar this Saturday 
night, the active fans of Melbourne 
Victory kept up their vocal support 
as others left the ground. 
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Victoria lo host | Socceroos in Asian Cup 2015 oer maich 


A year from 
this week, Vic- 
toria will host 
the opening 
match of the 
biggest single 
sports event in Asia — the 
Asian Football Confed- 
eration (AFC) Asian Cup 
2015. 

In Melbourne on Thursday, 
Acting Premier Peter Ryan 
joined Federal Minister for 
Sports Peter Dutton, Socceroos 
Coach Ange Postecoglou, the 
AFC Asian Cup Local Organis- 
ing Committee CEO Michael 
Brown, Socceroos captain Lucas 
Neill and Victorian junior rep- 


ASIAN CUP 
Australia 2015 


Vale Eduardo Mo 


Football West has been saddened 
to learn of the passing of photog- 
rapher and friend of football Mr 
Eduardo Morgan. 

Chief executive Peter Hugg paid 
tribute to Mr Morgan, whose en- 
thusiasm for local football was re- 
flected in a vast collection of pho- 
tographs taken over many years. 

“We are deeply saddened at the 
news of Eduardo’s passing,” Hugg 
said. 

“Eduardo was a regular feature at 
all of our events and games and as 
such he became a great friend to me 
personally and all of us here in the 
office. 

“Every Sunday night we would re- 
ceive an email from him with pho- 
tos that he had taken from matches 
that weekend and his usual sign off 
‘adios amigos’. 

“The game has lost a valuable sup- 
porter, a true friend and a genuine 
character.” 

Mr Morgan was a familiar figure 
around the WA football scene, 
regularly turning up to local and 
Hyundai A-League matches and 
events to capture the action. 


A former goalkeeper with Chil- 
ean club Everton, Mr Morgan also 
played futsal in Bolivia before 
moving to Australia. He was well- 
known in WA’s Latin American 
community and also made friends 
in Kalgoorlie, Newman, Canberra 
and north Queensland where he 
worked before settling in Perth. 

A mining accident prompted Mr 
Morgan to seek new ways to con- 
tinue his involvement in sport and 
he turned to photography to feed 
his passion. 

His contribution to the local game 
was immense and his presence will 
be sorely missed. 

- Football West 


Eduardo Morgan was a regular 
contributor to Goal! Weekly over 
the years and kept us all in the pic- 
ture with football action and ac- 
tivities in West Australia. Eduardo 
was a true football disciple who 
was also considered part of the 
team. RIP Amigo and thank you 
for your passion and the memo- 
ries. You were one of a kind and 
we will miss you. - ED. 


resentatives from diverse multi- 
cultural backgrounds to launch 
the Asian Cup countdown. 

“There’s no doubt football is the 
world game. What better place to 
showcase Asia’s premier sporting 
extravaganza than in our multi- 
cultural hub for all things sport, 
Victoria,” Mr Ryan said. 

“This time next year, 32 matches 
featuring 16 teams from the Asian 
region, including the Socceroos, 
will be hosted across five cities 
Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, 
Canberra and Newcastle. 

“The tournament kicks off in 
Melbourne with the opening 
match featuring the Socceroos on 
9 January at AAMI Park, followed 
by other group matches at the pur- 
pose built stadium on 11, 14, 16, 
18, and 20 January, and a quarter 


VICTORY AND 


Australia v TBC 
9 January 2015 
} AMI Park, Melbourne 
nea 
final on 22 January 2015. 

“Hosting the AFC Asian Cup 
will 2015 showcase Victoria as 
a vibrant economic, sports and 
multicultural hub to the rest of the 
world.” 

Michael Brown, CEO of the 
AFC Asian Cup Local Organising 
Committee, said the tournament 
was the biggest single sports event 
in Asia. 

“At this time next year the Asian 
Cup will be in full swing as the 
Socceroos kick off the tournament 
in Melbourne,” Mr Brown said. 

“We want to give the warmest 
of welcomes to all of Asia’s top 
teams, and deliver a tournament 
that celebrates Asia’s rich football 
culture. 

Socceroos captain Lucas Neill, 
who is the Asian Cup’s captain 
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ambassador, said the event 
brought home the reality of Aus- 
tralia hosting its biggest football 
championship. 

“The prospect of playing in such 
a massive tournament, in our own 
backyard, in front of our families 
and friends, is a tremendous driv- 
ing force,” Neill said. 

The Socceroos bowed out at the 
quarter-final stage of the Asian 
Cup in 2007, and were defeated 
by an extra time goal in the 2011 
final, losing out both times to 
Japan. 

The AFC Asian Cup 2015 is 
proudly supported by the Federal 
Government and the Victorian, 
New South Wales, Queensland 
and Australian Capital Territory 
governments. 


WANDERERS CHARGED WITH 


BRINGING THE GAME INTO DISREPUTE 


Football Federation Australia 
(FFA) has announced that Mel- 
bourne Victory and Western 
Sydney Wanderers have been 
charged with bringing the game 
into disrepute by way of the mis- 
conduct of their supporters on 
Saturday 28 December in Mel- 
bourne. 

Further, FFA has advised the clubs 
that their public statements this 
week on the events of 28 Decem- 
ber are regarded as inappropriate 
and damaging to the interests of 
the Hyundai A-League. 

FFA has given each club until Spm 
next Tuesday 7 January to show 
cause why they should not face 
sanctions for the alleged breaches. 
FFA has advised the clubs that the 
proposed sanction is the deduc- 
tion of three (3) competition points 
from each club. 

The sanction would be suspended 
until the conclusion of the 2013/14 
season, subject to the proper con- 
duct of supporters for that period. 
If the sanction were to be triggered 
by further misconduct, the three 
points deduction would apply in 
addition to any other sanction that 
may be imposed at that time. 

FFA CEO David Gallop said to- 
day that deduction of competition 
points would be an unprecedented 
step for the Hyundai A-League. 
“The loss of points that have been 
won fairly on the pitch is a harsh 
penalty, but it’s in equal measure 
to the enormous damage caused by 
the type of anti-social behaviour 


THIS 1S FOOTBALL 


www. thisisfootball.com.au 
243A Swan Street Richmond Vic 3121. Email: thisisfootball@live.com.au 


Ibrahimovic 


THIS 
IS 
FOOTBALL 


seen in Melbourne last Saturday,” 
said Gallop. 

“The troublemakers are hurting the 
club they claim to support. They 
need to understand that the conse- 
quences of their reckless conduct 
will be felt on the A-League com- 
petition table if trouble persists.” 

Gallop said that true fans would 
never dream of damaging their 
club’s best interests. 

“IT have great sympathy for the 
overwhelming majority of fans 
who like me are sickened by the 
misconduct of a few, but it’s time 
to make the consequences clear to 
everyone,” he said. 

“We want a safe, enjoyable and 
family-friendly environment in the 
A-League. That’s why we are tak- 
ing this action. We are absolutely 
determined to rid the game of the 
type of behaviour was saw in Mel- 
bourne last Saturday.” 


CLUB 


The disciplinary action undertaken 

by FFA is based on extensive brief- 
ings and detailed reports on the 28 
December incidents from Victo- 
ria Police, stadium managers and 
FFA’s security advisers. 


Wanderers and Victory will not 
contest sanctions 

Western Sydney Wanderers and 
Melbourne Victory have since 
agreed with Football Federation 
Australia (FFA) that the clubs 
will not contest the sanctions an- 
nounced after the incidents of se- 
rious misconduct in Melbourne 
on 28 December 2013. 

FFA confirms that the sanction is 
the deduction of three (3) competi- 
tion points if incidents of a signifi- 
cant magnitude were to occur. The 
sanction is applicable until the con- 
clusion of the 2013/14 season. 


Soccer Hotlines 3 


Short Passes 


Central Coast Mariners Argen- 
tine playmaker Marcos Flores, 
28, has been ruled out for the 
remainder of the Hyundai A- 
League 2013/14 season. 

Flores injured his right knee late 
in training last Thursday, and 
subsequently underwent an MRI 
scan today to uncover the extent of 
the damage. 

Unfortunately, the MRI scan con- 
firmed the initial diagnosis made 
by the Club’s medical team — that 
the Reconquista-born midfielder 
had sustained a rupture to the 
anterior cruciate ligament in his 
right knee. 

KEKEKKEKEE 
Adelaide United FC can confirm 
former Newcastle Jets forward 
Ryan Griffiths will, pending a 
successful medical, join the Reds 
for the remainder of the Hyun- 
dai A-League 2013/14 Season. 

Considering the current unavail- 
ability of key attackers through 
injury and international duty, the 
Reds approached Griffiths, who 
has returned to Australia after 
finishing a year long stint with 
Chinese club Beijing Boxy. 

Griffiths is scheduled to arrive 
in Adelaide during the week and 
barring any problems with his 
medical and the processing of his 
international transfer clearance, 
will be eligible to line up for the 
Reds in Saturday’s game against 
league leaders Brisbane Roar at 
Suncorp Stadium. 

KRKKKKEEE 

Sydney FC and Panamanian 
international Yairo Yau have 
agreed to a termination of 
the forward’s one year loan 
contract. 

Yau has been diagnosed with a 
long term injury which will keep 
him out of the rest of the season. 
The mutual termination will allow 
the Panamanian to leave the club 
with immediate effect. 

Yairo Yau played 27 times for 
Sydney FC scoring six goals. 

KEKKKEKER 
Adelaide United FC can advise 
that defender Antony Golec is on 

his way to China to undergo a 
medical on the premise of a pro- 
spective move to Chinese Super 
League club Liaoning Whomin. 

Golec expressed his interest in 
trying his luck abroad and the club 
was willing to approve the request 
to allow him to travel to China. 

Golec has made 28 appearances 
and scored two goals in all compe- 
titions for the Reds since 2011. 

KEKKKKEKE 

Costa Rican international Car- 
los Hernandez has signed with 
Wellington Phoenix for another 
year. 

Hernandez joined the Phoenix this 
season on a one-year deal with an 
option for a second year. 

Both Hernandez and the club 
were keen to take up the option 
and the contract was signed prior 
to the weekend. 

KRKKKKEKE 

Brisbane Roar confirms the 
club’s entry into the National Pre- 
mier Leagues (NPL) Queensland 
competition for 2014 and onwards. 
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SCOREBOARD 


A GD Pts 


1 Brisbane Roar 


4 Melbourne Victory 
5 Sydney FC 
6 Newcastle Jets 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 13 
3 Central Coast Mariners 
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7 Perth Glory 

8 Adelaide United 

9 Wellington Phoenix 
10 Melbourne Heart 


Round 14 

Fri Jan 10 
Fri Jan 10 
Sat Jan 11 
Sat Jan 11 
Sun Jan 12 


Round 15 

Fri Jan 17 
Fri Jan 17 
Sat Jan 18 
Sat Jan 18 
Sun Jan 19 
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13 
13 
13 
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Fixture 


Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory 


Perth Glory v Melbourne Heart 
Brisbane Roar v Adelaide United 


West Sydney Wanderers v Sydney FC 
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Venue 

Hunter Stadium 

NIB stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 


Wellington Phoenix v Central Coast Mariners Westpac Stadium 


Fixture 


Melbourne Heart v Newcastle Jets 


Perth Glory v Brisbane Roar 


Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC v Central Coast Mariners 
Adelaide United v West Sydney Wanderers 


Venue 

AAMI Park 

TBC 

Westpac Stadium 
Allianz Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


14-2 
19 0 
1/ 


16 
14 


ROUND 
THIRTEEN 


Adelaide United 2 (Ferreira 24, 
Barker-Daish 72) 


TOP GOAL 
SCORERS 


@ 


Sydney FC 2 (Despotovic 8, James Troisi (Victory) 
Gameiro 82) 
Crowd: 15,347 @ Coopers Stadium @ 

Adam Taggart (Jets) 
Newcastle Jets 0 Besart Berisha (Roar) 


Perth Glory 1 (Harold 38) 


Stein Huysegems (Phoenix) 


Crowd: 11,966 @ Hunter Stadium ® 


Central Coast Mariners 0 
Melbourne Heart 0 

Crowd: 8,062 @ Bluetongue Sta- 
dium, Gosford 


Melbourne Victory 0 


Brisbane Roar 3 (Liam MILLER 28’, 


Matt McKAY 56’, Dimitri PETRATOS 
68’) 

Crowd; 23,000 @ AAMI Park, 
Melbourne 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Mark Bridge 62’) 

Wellington Phoenix 3 (Tyler Boyd 
68’, Stein Huysegems 78’ 83’) 
Crowd: 14,151 @ Pirtek Stadium, 
Parramatta 


AGAINST ALL ODDS 


A-League Title 2013/14 


Brisbane Roar 2.50 
Wanderers 4.25 
Melbourne Victory 6.50 
Central Coast Mariners 9.00 
Sydney FC 11.0 
Newcastle Jets 11.0 
Adelaide United 13.0 
Perth Glory 15.0 
Wellington Phoenix 21.0 
Melbourne Heart 126 


Alessandro Del Piero (SFC) 
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Ranko Despotovic (SFC) 
Matthew Smith (Roar) 
Osama Malik (Adelaide) 


Henrique (Roar) 
David Williams (Heart) 
Ivan Franjic (Roar) 


Jeronimo Neumann (AUFC) 
Fabio Ferreira (Adelaide) 


3) 


Richard Garcia (SFC) 
Mark Bridge (Wanderers) 
Archie Thompson (Victory) 
Finkler Guilherme (Victory) 
Mitch Nichols (Victory) 
Sergio Cirio (Adelaide) 
Sidnei (Glory) 

Marcos Flores (Mariners) 
Tomislav Juric (Wanderers) 
Dimitri Petratos (Roar) 
Ryo Nagai (Glory) 
Joel Chianese (SFC) 
Andrea Migliorini (Heart) 


Ivan 
Franjic 
Roar 


Albert Riera 
Phoenix 


Matthew McKay 


Roar 


Danny Vukovic (Perth Glory) 

The stopper edged out Brisbane 
Roar’s Theo for the place be- 
tween the sticks after a fine shift 
at Hunter Stadium. The Glory se- 
cured their first win under Kenny 
Miller and Vukovic was key, 
constantly denying the dangerous 
Adam Taggart and his teammates 
to secure a clean sheet. 


Ivan Franjic (Brisbane Roar) 
Though he may have been moved 
to defence for yet another week, 
Franjic didn’t have much to trou- 
ble him in terms of opposition 
attacks. However he was an able 
runner up the touchline and dis- 
pelled the few times the Victory 
offence tried to test him. 


Danny Vukovic 
Glory 


Jade 
North 


Roar 


Andrew 
Durante 
Phoenix 


Thomas Broich 
Roar 


Dimitri Petratos 
Roar 


Jade North (Brisbane Roar) 

The second Brisbane Roar mem- 
ber of our TOTW, and certainly 
not the last! North and captain 
Matt Smith were an impressive 
duo in the heart of defence, but 
the former just edges his skipper. 


Andrew Durante 
Phoenix) 

The naturalised Kiwi was a co- 
lossus in defence as the Nix 
secured victory over the Wan- 
derers. Squaring off against the 
impressive Tom Juric, Durante 
turned in a solid shift to keep the 
target man quiet. 


(Wellington 


Diogo 
Ferreira 
Roar 


Liam Miller 
Roar 


Stein Huysegems 
Phoenix 


Diogo Ferreira (Brisbane Roar) 

Stuck behind the likes of Shane 
Steffanutto and Corey Brown in 
Mike Mulvey’s pecking order, 
the Brazilian is taking full advan- 
tage of an extended run of starts. 
He was at his energetic best 
against his former club, seam- 
lessly moulding into the Roar’s 
fluid build-up play and helping 
score their fantastic team goal. 


Albert Riera (Wellington Phoenix) 
The former backpacker was a 
calming presence at the base of 
the Phoenix midfield, control- 
ling the tempo of his side’s play 
as they went toe-to-toe with the 
Wanderers. With Carlos Hernan- 
dez missing through injury many 


expected the away side to be 
rudderless but the Spaniard was 
able to lead the Nix to a famous 
victory. 


Liam Miller (Brisbane Roar) 

The Irishman’s most newsworthy 
contribution may have been his 
finish to an exquisite team goal, 
but it was also his best perfor- 
mance in an orange shirt. Form- 
ing an impressive triumvirate 
with Matt McKay and Luke Brat- 
tan, Miller showed his opponents 
how it’s done. 


Matt McKay (Brisbane Roar) 

It was a vintage performance 
from McKay at AAMI Park, 
bossing the midfield and scoring 
a fine goal, though he could have 


Wellington’s Belgian striker 
Stein Huysegems is having a 
purple patch in front of goal. 
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bagged a second with more com- 
posure in the box. Ange Posteco- 
glu’s selection troubles should 
come to an end if McKay can 
sustain this level of play. 


Dimitri Petratos (Brisbane Roar) 
Once again the youngster got 
himself on the scoresheet with an 
emphatic strike, ducking around 
Adrian Leijer before smashing 
the ball past Nathan Coe. A more 
versatile option than Berisha or 
Yeboah, the young man’s per- 
petual movement gave the likes 
of Broich room to wreak havoc 
against the Victory. 


> 


Compiled by 
Nick Aimies 


+ 


Stein Huysegems (Phoenix) 
Three wins on the trot for the Nix 
and three goal-scoring displays 
from the Belgian striker. Huyse- 
gems burst into life during the 
second half, scoring a brace and 
providing the final pass for his 
side’s remaining goal in a match 
winning performance. 


Thomas Broich (Brisbane Roar) 
The veteran has taken his game 
to another level of brilliance this 
week, forming a vital component 
of the unstoppable Roar attack. 
His composure on the ball creat- 
ed the opening for Liam Miller’s 
goal and his ability to constantly 
find space between the lines 
caused the Victory problems all 
evening. 
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Sky Blues Fight Back To Share The Spoils 
: 


Match Details 


Adelaide United FC 2 (Ferreira 24’, 
Barker-Daish 67’) 

Sydney FC 2 (Despotovic 8’, 
Gameiro 82’) 

Referee: Strebre Delovski 

Crowd: 15,347 @ Coopers Stadium 


Adelaide United Starting Line-Up: 
1.Eugene Galekovic (Gk) (C), 4.Jon 
Mckain, 5.0sama Malik, 8.lsaias, 
9.Sergio Cirio (26.Anthony Costa 
31’), 11.Bruce Djite (17.Awer Mabil 
20’), 13.Steven Lustica, 18.Michael 
Zullo, 19.Jake Barker-Daish, 

21. Tarek Elrich, 22.Fabio Ferreira 
(16.Daniel Bowles 79’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 3.Nigel 
Boogaard, 20.Paul Izzo (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Zullo 41’, Malik 
90+2’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Sydney Fc Starting Line-Up: 
20.Vedran Janjetovic (Gk), 3.Marc 
Warren (7.Brett Emerton 69’), 
4.Ranko Despotovic, 5.Matt 
Jurman, 6.Nikola Petkovic, 8.Pedj 
Bojic, 10.Alessandro Del Piero (C) 
(15.Terry Mcflynn 77’), 11.Richard 
Garcia (9.Corey Gameiro 66’), 
19.Nicky Carle, 22.Ali Abbas, 
24.Hagi Gligor 


Substitutes Not Used: 1.lvan 
Necevski (Gk), 28.Matt Thompson 
Yellow Cards: Carle 45’/68’, Bojic 
62’ 

Red Cards: Carle 68’ 


By Matt Mays 


10 man Sydney came earned a 
hard fought point against Ade- 
laide United at Coopers Stadium 
in a Friday night cracker! 

The Sky Blues went ahead early on 
as Despotovic tapped home from a 
Garcia cross. 

But the home side struck back 
either side of the break, and domi- 
nated possession. 

On 24 minutes, Lustica found 
space on the left hand side and 
whipped in a dangerous cross. Fer- 
riera was on hand to volley home 
off the post with a little helping 
hand from Janjetovic, who could 
not claw to safety. 

The goal was well deserved, and 
a packed Coopers, who flocked to 
witness Del Piero’s first visit to Ad- 
elaide, sprung into life. 

But the home side’s fate was dealt 
a double lethal injury blow. Bruce 
Djite and Cirio, both extremely 
bright early on, we’re forced off 
with injuries, replaced by energetic 
youngster Awer Mabil and debu- 
tant Anthony Costa. 

Costa almost made an immedi- 
ate impact after finding himself 
through on goal, but his sloth like 
pace let him down and the defender 
made dividends. 

With United on top they almost 
went behind again. Sydney goal- 
scorer Petkovic pivotedand struck 
from long range but his efforts 
scraped the top of the crossbar just 
before the break. 

The second half started and the 
game completely changed. Ade- 
laide seemed to drop their intensity 
and the referee started to become 
centre stage. The flow of the game 
was hindered with harsh free kicks 
and needless stoppages. 

On 68 minutes a great contest was 
scarred with another inept decision 
from referee Strebre Delovski. 
Nicky Clarke was sent for an early 
bath with a very harsh looking sec- 
ond yellow card for a push. 

The refereeing made its mark less 
than 5 minutes after that again 
with debatable penalty award for 
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Tackles 


11 Total Shots 9 
523 Total Passes 376 
54.5% Possession 45.5% 
7 Corners 4 
4 Offsides 5 
11. Fouls committed 15 
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Fabio Ferriera celebrates after pulling Adelaide United back on level terms in the Friday Night Football fixture. 


the Reds after Costa fell after an 
alleged touch from Matthew Jur- 
man. Replays showed it was an ex- 
tremely harsh cool but Jake Barker- 
Daish didn’t care as he stepped up 
and slotted calmly to put Adelaide 
back in charge of the tie. 

Del Piero, despite the below par 
performance, was substituted with 
13 minutes left to a standing ova- 
tion from a classy Adelaide crowd, 
which included the official Juven- 
tus fan group. 

All of a sudden the game took a 
drastic change. Sydney looked 
more lively, more energetic, more 
hungry. And the Sky Blues got their 


just rewards 8 minutes from time. 
Sydney substitute Gameiro leaped 
onto the end of a curling set piece 
and glanced home perfectly past 
Galekovic inside the far post. 
Hearts were in mouths from then 
on as the away side looked threat- 
ening on the break, but both sides 
had to settle for a point in what was 
a great contest. 

The draw means Adelaide are now 
unbeaten in 4 but still way off the 
pace, while Sydney remain just 
above the Reds on the ladder. 

On the down side though, Ad- 
elaide’s injury list continues to 
grow and makes for bad reading; , 


Jeronimo, Djite, Cirio and possibly 
Ferriera after he limped off late on. 
Gombau said post match how the 
injuries proved costly. 

“T’m happy with the team because 
with all of the difficulties that we 
had this week and in the game los- 
ing two players that are important 
and are in our attack in the first 25 
minutes.” 

“Tam unhappy with the result be- 
cause after 80 minutes we are win- 
ning 2-1 and we need to try to win 
the game.” 

Osama Malik, who was outstand- 
ing today, will be ruled out of the 
trip to table toppers Brisbane Roar 


next week after picking up another 
yellow card, leading to a one game 
suspension. Another headache for 
the Spanish boss. 

Adelaide would have loved to have 
won today but a draw means they 
are enjoying their best form in the 
campaign so far. Brick by brick, 
Gombau’s legacy is slowly being 
built, slowly. 

Osama Ma- 
lik: Was an absolute rock at the 
centre of defence and pulled the 
strings trying to force the play for- 
ward whenever he could. Deserved 
a clean sheet and will be sorely 
missed when the Reds travel to 
Queensland next weekend. 
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Glory for Perth as Jets grounded at home 
a 


® 0 


Perth Glory 


Match Details 


Newcastle Jets 0 

Perth Glory 1 (Chris Harold 38’) 
At Hunter Stadium 

Crowd: 11,966 

Referee: Matthew Gillett 


Man of the Match: Danny Vukovic 
(Glory) 

Newcastle Jets: 1. Mark Birighitti 
(gk), 3. Taylor Regan (7. Andrew 
Hoole, 81’), 4.Kew Jaliens, 6. Zenon 
Caravella (5. Ben Kantarovski 57’), 
8. Ruben Zadkovich (c), 10.Nathan 
Burns, 11. Craig Goodwin (9.Emile 
Heskey 57’), 15. Josh Brillante, 16. 
Jacob Pepper, 21. Sam Gallaway, 
22. Adam Taggart. 


Substitutes not used: 18. James 
Brown, 20. Ben Kennedy (gk) 
Yellow Cards: Jaliens 53’, Hoole 
85’ 

Red Cards: nil 


Perth Glory: 1. Danny Vukovic, 2. 
Jack Clisby, 4. Ryan Edwards, 11. 
Adrian Zahra (20. Danile De Silva 
90+1), 14. Steven McGarry, 15. 
Isaka Cernak (3. Brandon O’Neill 
68’), 16. Sidnei Sciola Moraes (6. 
Cameron Edwards 80’), 17. Chris 
Harold, 23. Michael Thwaite (c), 
24. Matthew Davies, 25. Riley 
Woodcock 


Substitutes not used: 18. Jack 
Duncan (gk), 22. Ndumba Makeche 
Yellow Cards: Davies 44’, McGarry 
66’, O’Neill 89’ 

Red Cards: nil 


0 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Perth Glory has beat- 
en the Newcastle Jets for 
the 5th time in their last 6 
meetings with a 1-0 win at 
Hunter stadium. 

While the Glory was worth their 

victory, the crucial moment in the 
game came in the 71st minute. 
A Kew Jaliens effort from under- 
neath the crossbar appeared to 
make it across the line. The ref- 
eree’s assistant was blinded by the 
positioning of Perth keeper Danny 
Vukovic and his defenders and was 
unable to tell if the ball had crossed 
the line. 

Gary Van Egmond was blunt in 
his assessment of the officials after 
the match. 

“They (the assistants) have a 
tough job but at the end of the day 
you have to do that job,’ he said. 
Perth manager Kenny Lowe was 
equally frank in his assessment of 
the crucial decision. 

“T don’t believe the ref gave it so 
it’s not a goal,” he said. 

Van Egmond was equally unhap- 
py with his side’s efforts in front 
of goal as they blew chance after 
chance to get back into the contest. 
“We have to keep on working on 
that front third,” he said. 

“They were there to be beaten to- 
day and we didn’t do it.” 

Earlier, Newcastle began in an 
edgy and timid fashion, as if the 
malaise from the Adelaide game 
was still present. The Glory contin- 
ued to press high up the pitch and 
the home side were never assured 
of possession playing out from the 
back. It would come back to cost 
them later in the half. 

In what had been a poor game, es- 
pecially from the Jets, they were 
the team to create the better of 
the early chances. Sparingly used 
Craig Goodwin should have fired 
the home side in front on 26 min- 
utes. In one of the few pieces of 
controlled build up from the Jets, 
the ball was shifted cleverly across 


the park. It fell for Goodwin who 
blasted a wild effort wide from 
eight yards, not even requiring 
Perth keeper Danny Vukovic into 
action. 

The Glory punished the home side 
for their sloppy and listless perfor- 
mance seven minutes before the 
break. Newcastle appeared to be 
comfortably holding possession 
until a poor pass from Jacob Pep- 
per went straight past Taylor Regan 
and the pacy Chris Harold was first 
on the scene. He slotted past a 
stranded Mark Birighitti and gave 
the visitor a deserved lead. 

After the break, the Jets improved 
markedly and continually made 
inroads into the Perth defence and 
created a number of opportunities 
outside of the game’s main talking 
point. 

Substitute Emile Heskey was heav- 
ily involved in setting up a chance 
for winger Nathan Burns in the 60th 
minute. An insightful flick from 
the Englishman went straight into 
Burns’ path and his effort slid just 
past the left upright of Vukovic. 

It would become a running battle 
between the Jets winger and the 
Perth custodian. 

The next instalment came in the 
82nd minute. A foul was commit- 
ted on the edge of the Glory pen- 
alty area and Burns stood over the 
free kick. He hit a superb strike that 
seemed certain to nestle in the top 
corner of the net. 

Vukovic made a save that his 
manager later described as ‘world 
class.’ He pawed the ball out of 
the top corner and was immedi- 
ately mobbed by his teammates as 
his heroics saved the day for the 
Glory. 

After this first away win of the sea- 
son, the Glory now head back to 
NIB Stadium to face the struggling 
Melbourne Heart in a game where 
they will fancy their chances. 

The Jets will host the victory next 
Friday at Hunter Stadium in a 
match that is crucial to their hopes 
of remaining in a play-off position. 


Photos: PETER NEVILLE 
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3 Tackles 31 
23 Total Shots 7 
435 Total Passes 259 
62.6% Possession 37.4% 
6 Corners 3 
0 Offsides 3 
11 Fouls committed 15 


Ryan Edwards (Glory) holds firm as Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) weighs in with a grapple. 


z r — -s 
Isaka Cernak (Glory) lets the 
dread locks roll as Taylor 
Regan (Jets) struggles to keep 
his eye on the ball. 
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Round 13 


Roar dispatch Victory in clinical display 


Melbourne Victory 


Match Details 


Melbourne Victory 0 

Brisbane Roar 3 (Liam Miller 28’, 
Matt Mckay 56’, Dimitri Petratos 
68’) 

Saturday, 4 January 2014 

Aami Park, Melbourne 

Crowd: 23,000 

Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Melbourne Victory: 1. Nathan Coe 
(Gk), 3. Adama Traore, 4. Nick Ansell, 
5. Mark Milligan, 6. Leigh Broxham, 
7. Gui Finkler (27. Christopher Cris- 
taldo 64’), 9. Kosta Barbarouses, 14. 
James Troisi, 15. Mitch Nichols (17. 
Jimmy Jeggo 46’), 23. Adrian Leijer, 
25. Jason Geria (24. Scott Galloway) 


Substitutes Not Used: 16. Rashid 
MaHazi, 20. Lawrence Thomas (Gk). 
Yellow Cards: Adrian Leijer 53’, 68’ 
Red Cards: Adrian Leijer 68° 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 5. lvan 
Franjic, 10. Henrique (28. Brandon 
Borrello 77’), 11. Liam Miller, 13. 
Jade North (26. Corey Brown 84’), 
14. Diogo Ferreira (19. Jack Hingert 
84’), 17. Matthew Mckay, 18. Luke 
Brattan, 22. Thomas Broich, 23. 
Dimitri Petratos 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Matthew 
Acton (Gk) , 27. Devante Clut 

Yellow Cards: Luke Brattan 31’, Matt 
Smith 54’, Thomas BRoich 63” 

Red Cards: Nil 


ub Z 


The Brisbane Roar put the 
Melbourne Victory to the 
sword with a comprehen- 
sive 3-0 win at AAMI Park 
on Saturday night. 

The Victory was outplayed by 
the league leaders, who took its 
chances with three excellent team 
goals by Liam Miller, Matt Mc- 
Kay and Dimitri Petratos. 

The home side came off the back 
of a thrilling 1-1 draw against the 
Western Sydney Wanderers, with 
Kevin Muscat ringing the changes 
by bringing in match saviour Gui 
Finkler in place for Connor Pain. 
Muscat’s Roar counterpart, Mike 
Mulvey also made one change, 
following his side’s 5-2 belting of 
Sydney FC, by bringing in former 
Victory left-back Diogo Ferreria 
for James Donachie. 

The home side started the game 
with plenty of forward aggression 
and should have taken the lead 
when Kosta Barbarouses found 
himself one-on-one with Roar 
custodian Michael Theo, after an 
exquisite through ball by Finkler. 

But the Kiwi winger stalled on 
his shot, as Theo pulled out a 
comfortable save. 

Barbarouses had another chance 
minutes later when he received 
a lofted pass from James Troisi, 
but once again Theo comfortably 
saved the shot. 

The Roar had a chance of its own, 
when a Thomas Broich found 
Henrique in the box, but the Bra- 
zilian’s header was saved by Vic- 
tory ‘keeper Nathan Coe. 

In the 26th minute the Roar 
showed the Victory how it should 
be done with a brilliant team move 
that torn the home side’s defence 
to shreds. 

Left-back Ferreira brought the 
back out of defence, before feed- 
ing Broich, who crossed it to Pe- 


- 


Ivan Franjic and Diogo Ferreira are 
pleased with their contributions as 
the hosts are clinically dismantled. 


tratos before the striker laid it off 
to the running Miller who coolly 
dispatched the goal. 

It stayed that way till 10 minutes 
into the second half, when McK- 
ay effectively killed off the game 
with another great goal. 

The former club captain came in 
from the wing, as he cut the ball 
back to Henrique, who in tum 
gave it to Miller. While this was 
happening, McKay ran in behind 
the defence as Miller lay on the 
first time ball for the Socceroo to 
clip it over Coe to make it 2-0. 
The Victory seemed to run out of 
puff after the second goal as Bris- 
bane controlled the game. 

Miller got his second assist of 
the game when he passed the 
ball to Petratos, who found a gap 
between the Victory defence to 
score the third. 

To make matters worse for Mus- 
cat, Adrian Leijer was sent-off for 
his second yellow card, after the 
former club captain made a rash 
late tackle on Henrique. 

The Roar were happy to hold 
possession against the 10-men 
Victory, as it took the three points 
to see it extend its lead to seven 
points at the top of the table. 

The Victory remains 11 points 
behind the Roar in third, but could 
drop to fourth by the end of the 
round. 

The Victory will be looking to 
bounce back when it faces the 
Newcastle Jets next Friday night 
at Hunter Stadium, while the 
Roar welcomes Adelaide United 
at Suncorp Stadium on Saturday 
night. 


Main picture: Roar keeper 
Michael Theo played his 

part in the opening stanza 
to keep the Victory at bay. 


Match Stats 


22 Tackles 

13 Total Shots 

416 Total Passes 

39.9% Possession 60.1% 
5 Corners 4 
2 Offsides 2 
15 Foulscommitted 15 


Man of the Match 
Liam Miller (Roar) 
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3-0: Dimitri Petratos 
punches the air after 
finishing off a smart move. 


Victory’s Adrian Leijer 
| protests his innocence but 
it’s early bath time. 
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Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


FRIDAY 10TH JANUARY ; 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 1st Leg: 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing 


SATURDAY 11TH JANUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 26 
Leicester v Derby 6:40am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 22 
Aberdeen v Hibernian 6:45am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Sky Bet Championship Round 26 
Sheff Weds v Leeds 11:10pm LIVE | 


SUNDAY 12TH JANUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 26 
Ipswich v QPR 2:00am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 
22 Inverness v Dundee United 
11:00pm LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 


MONDAY 13TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 26 


: ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


All times AEDT 
All games LIVE unless stated 


WEEK 20 


: Sat Jan 11 Hull v Chelsea 
11.35 pm Fox 1 


: Sun Jan 12 Tottenham v Crystal Palace 
° 1.50 am 


Fox 1 


Sun Jan 12 Cardiff v West Ham 


1.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Jan 12 Everton v Norwich 
1.50 am 


Viewers Choice 


- Sun Jan 12 Fulham v Sunderland 
: 1.50 am 


Viewers Choice 


: Sun Jan 12 Southampton v West Brom 


1.50 am Viewers Choice 
: Sun Jan 12 Manchester United v 
Swansea 
4.20 am Fox 1 


Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing - 


TUESDAY 14TH JANUARY 
Scottish Premiership Round 22: 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing — 


SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Leeds v Leicester 11:10pm LIVE 


SUNDAY 19TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Derby v Brighton 2:00am LIVE 


: Mon Jan 13 Newcastle v Manc City 
- 12.55 am 


Fox 1 


: Mon Jan 13 Stoke v Liverpool 
3.00 am 


Fox 1 


Tue Jan 14 Aston Villa v Arsenal 
: 6.50 am 


Fox 1 


- HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 


: ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


MONDAY 20TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing . 


: Fri Jan 10 Newcastle v Victory 7.30 pm 
: Fri Jan 10 Perth v Melb Heart 9.45 pm 


Sat Jan 11 Roarv Adelaide 5.30pm 


: Sat Jan 11 Wanderers v Sydney7.45 pm 


TUESDAY 21ST JANUARY 
Scottish League One Round 21 
Forfar v Rangers 6:40am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 23 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st 
Airing 


WEDNESDAY 22ND JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


: Sun Jan 12 Phoenix v Mariners 5.00 pm 
_ SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 
: Every Sunday 7.00pm 


SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
: Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


: SPANISH LA LIGA 
: Sun Jan 12 


: Atletico Madrid v Barcelona 


THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


FRIDAY 24TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd _. 
Leg Highlights Show 9:50pm ist | 
Airing : 


SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY : 
Bundesliga Round 18 Monchengla- - 
dbach v Bayern Munich 6:25am 
LIVE 

Copa Libertadores Preview 
Show 12:10pm 1st Airing 


SUNDAY 26TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Dortmund v 
Augsburg 1:25am LIVE : 
Bundesliga Round 18 Frankfurt v : 
Hertha Berlin 4:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 18 Freiburg v 
Leverkusen 6:30am 1st Airing 
Scottish Premiership Round 24 
Hibernian v Celtic 11:40pm LIVE 


MONDAY 27TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Hamburg v 
Schalke 3:25am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 18 Werder é 
Bremen v Braunschweig 5:30am - 
1st Airing : 
Bundesliga Round 18 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


TUESDAY 28TH JANUARY : 
Sky Bet League One Round 28 TBC - 
v TBC 6:40am LIVE ; 
Scottish Premiership Round 24 


“6am 


Fox 2 


Sun Jan 12 Celta Vigo v Valencia 
/10am 


Fox 1 


‘Mon Jan 13 Espanyol v Real Madrid 


5am Fox 1 


SBS 


Friday December 20th 
7:30 pm A-League Live — Round 14: 
Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
8:40 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 
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Matthew Naqvi 
Rita gets her reply 


All this talk of ‘soccer’ 
fans rioting and destroy- 
ing the Australian sport 
landscape is growing 
more and more tedious by 


the day. 

Every sport has there pockets of 
idiots who cause trouble. Simple. 
Why must the media beat-up this 
incident to the point where the 
games are marred in a cloud of 
potential trouble. 

The Herald Sun’s Rita Panahi 
should get her facts right before 
trolling with ridiculous statements 
in a woeful ‘article’ to get hits for 
a mediocre newspaper that is fear- 
ful of the success of football and 
its potential to upstage the AFL. 
If only people like her weren’t 

so ignorant and actually went to 

a number of games, they might 
realise it is just as safe as the footy 
and cricket—if not safer. 


Believe it or not we do have 
games of football this weekend. 
It’s hard to pick a standout game 
this round but I believe the Syd- 
ney derby on Saturday night will 
be the most intriguing and poten- 
tially ladder changing. Second 
placed Western Sydney Wanderers 
are coming off a shock home loss 
to Wellington Phoenix, desperate 
to put that behind them and edge 
closer to Brisbane Roar. 

Sydney is coming off a draw 
against Adelaide United and once 
again Frank Farina complain- 
ing of controversial refereeing 
decisions costing his team another 
win. Sydney need to be more 
disciplined and stop with the silly 
and untimely tackles. 

This will be tight contest with 
few chances for Sydney given 
the Wanderers rock solid defence 
(barring this week’s game). WSW 
should get the win 2-1. 

The other game to watch is the 
Friday night game between New- 
castle Jets and Melbourne Victory. 
Both sides are coming off loses 
with the Jets losing 1-0 against 
Perth Glory, while Victory were 
inept in a 3-0 loss against the lad- 
der leaders Brisbane Roar. Only 
Nathan Coe and Adama Traore 
were the only player’s who could 
hold their heads up high after 


Herald-Sun columnist Rita Panahi 
needs to get her outdated facts right 
before stirring the pot for the sake of 
hits and traffic 


the performance. Victory seem- 
ingly gave up after Roar’s 28th 
minute opener, something they 
have not done for years. James 
Troisi and Kosta Barbarouses 
were half-hearted in attack, while 
Milligan is sorely injured given 
how ineffective and error-riddled 
he was. Victory will be depleted 
with Adrian Leijer receiving a 
ban for a red card and the four 
players heading off for the Young 
Socceroos. 

The Jets have had two losses in 
a row and will be desperate for a 
win while Kevin Muscat will be 
furious with the Victory’s effort 
and demand a much better show- 
ing. This should be a free flowing 
game with both sides attacking. 
The game should finish in a 2-all 


draw. 

In W-League action, there will be 
a ripper of a game this Sunday at 
3pm on ABC! between Melbourne 
Victory and Canberra United. Vic- 
tory was far too good last weekend 
for Western Sydney Wanderers 
in a 2-0 win. Lisa De Vanna may 
not have scored but she wreaked 
havoc on the Wanderers defence 
with some amazing runs and 
beating numerous defenders. 
Friend and Goad were able to 
achieve personal milestones with 
their goals; Friend is the leading 
goal scorer for the Victory while 
Goad scored her first goal in the 
W-League. 

This is will be another cracking 
game of football so make sure you 
watch it. The final result should be 
a 2-1 win for Melbourne Victory. 

Once you have had your weekend 
fix of football action, tune into 
SBS for comprehensive analysis 
coverage with The A-League 
Highlights Show hosted by Craig 
Foster and The World Game on 
Monday night. As always Santo, 
Sam and Ed’s Total Football 
provides comedy gold on Foxtel. 
Thursday FC is your go to for light 
entertainment on Thursday night. 
Enjoy plenty of football action 
this weekend and hopefully your 
team wins. 
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George Katsamboukas 


Back to the Future 


for Heart 


Happy New Year and here’s hop- 
ing that it is a great Year for Ey- 
erybody! 

Over to the Melbourne Heart we 
go where the Scorer claimed John 
Aloisis’ wicket last week. 

Aloisi had not won a Game as a 
Manager for over 11 months, and 
his dismissal followed the Rule 
Book of removing Managers, in 
that the Board proclaimed their 
support for him a few weeks ago, 
only to lose patience with the poor 
results a few weeks later. 

Heart Chairman Peter Sidwell’s 
Press Conference to announce 
Aloisi’s dismissal reminded me 
of the 80’s where people’s initials 
were used as reference points , he 
continually referred to John Aloisi 
as JA and John Van Schip as JVS. 

Hayden Foxe also tendered his 
resignation after Aloisi’s demise, 
the last that the Punters saw of 
him on Television was him slam- 
ming his Clip Board up against the 
Dressing Room Wall, straight after 
Hearts last loss with himself and 
Aloisi in charge. 

However, Van Schip’s first game 
in charge last weekend saw some 
promising signs, however, Heart 
still has a problem in the area that 
wins Games, and that is Scoring 
Goals. 

Until this is resolved, there will be 
no Blue Skys for the Heart. 

Staying on the topic of A-League 
Coach’s, Brisbane Roar’s Mike 
Mulvey was recently photographed 


on the bench holding a piece of 


paper that everyone would have as- 
sumed contains notes and tactics. 

One Punter actually produced a 
Photograph on Social media of 
what was contained on this piece 
of paper, and if this was not photo 
shopped, showed Mulvey holding 
a Cross Word Puzzle! 

With his team sitting miles ahead 
of the pack, playing an excellent 
brand of Football, he can well af- 
ford to relax on the bench. 

Melbourne Victory are in a spot of 
bother at the minute, as results of 
late have not gone their way. 

Brisbane Roar last weekend total- 
ly dismantled this once well oiled 
Melbourne Victory Machine, and 
Coach Kevin Muscat certainly has 
a lot of issues to resolve in order 
to turn these poor performance 
around. 

One interesting substitution at half 
time in the Victory’s Game against 
Brisbane Roar was that of Mitch 
Nichols. 

When pressed by the Media for the 
reason for the substitution, Muscat 
referred it to a “Tactical” move and 
that Nichols was not injured, and 
that he preferred to resolve the 
matter “In House” 

Rewind one week back where an 
offer was received by Melbourne 
Victory for Nichols from J League 
Team Cerezo Osaka, which was re- 
jected, and with Nichols keen to go 
to the J League in order to improve 
his chances of being selected in the 
Socceroo’s Squad for the upcom- 
ing World Cup, it makes for inter- 
esting times ahead for both Club 
and Player. 

Cerezo Osaka have improved their 
offer for Nichols during the week, 
it will be interesting to see the out- 
come of the offer, and if Nichols 
will be in the Victory Squad for 
their next game. 


Until next week. 
This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 


PS and JVS check out a bit of SM at Heart training during the week. 


Steven Scott 
FA Cup conjures 
shocks as big 
guns fall 


The oldest 
association 
football 
competi- 
tion in 

the world 
took centre 


A 
> 
a 
stage again 


last weekend, highlighted 
by the Premier League 
teams entering the 
competition. The Third 
Round of the FA Cup 
took place and there were 
some surprise results, as 
is often associated with 


this competition. 

The FA Cup has a long tradition 
of lower-ranked teams becom- 
ing “giant-killers” by defeating 
opponents from higher divisions. 
Often linked to this giant-killing is 
the progression of smaller teams 
through the Cup, to later rounds 
than they would expect to reach. 

Fourth tier club Rochdale caused 
one of the biggest surprises of the 
weekend’s cup ties, with a con- 
vincing 2-0 victory Leeds United, 
who are currently pushing for a 
play-off position in the Champion- 
ship. The highlight of Rochdale’s 
win came in the 84th minute when 
Ian Henderson hit a cracking vol- 
ley into the top corner of the net, 
sending the home fans into wild 
celebrations. 

Rochdale’s reward for their 
victory is a fourth round home 
tie against the winner of the third 
round replay between Macclesfield 
and Sheffield Wednesday. 

Fellow fourth tier club Southend 
inflicted defeat on Championship 
strugglers Millwall, with a strong 
4-1 victory at home. Southend’s 
victory was well deserved, with a 
totally dominant home perfor- 
mance. The Shrimpers reward 
for their victory is a fourth round 


home tie against Premier League 
club Hull City. 

Sheffield United kept the upsets 
coming, with a 2-1 victory away 
from home over Premier League 
club Aston Villa. The third tier 
strugglers stunned the home 
team when they took the lead in 
the 20th minute through a Jamie 
Murphy strike. 

The Blades frustrated Villa and 
managed to keep them scoreless 
until Helenius scored for Villa in 
the 75th minute. After that point it 
was the Blades who dominated the 
match and who deservedly scored 
their second goal through Ryan 
Flynn, who scored a spectacular 
winner in the 81st minute. 

Villa Manager Paul Lambert 
made what can only be described 
as a bizarre comment prior to the 
match by saying Premier League 
managers could do without the FA 
Cup “if they were being honest”. 

Sheffield United’s reward for their 
victory is a fourth round home tie 
against another premier league 
opponent, facing the winner of 
the third round replay between 
Norwich City and Fulham. 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s manage- 
rial career at Cardiff City got off to 
a winning start, with a hard fought 
come from behind, 2-1 victory 
over Newcastle at St. James Park. 
The Bluebirds face Championship 
side Bolton Wanderers at the Ree- 
bok Stadium in the fourth round. 

Sunday’s matches also saw the 
upsets continue. The misery con- 
tinued for Manchester United sup- 
porters, with a 2-1 defeat at Old 
Trafford to Swansea City. With 
the match looking like heading for 
a replay, Wilfred Bony inflicted 
the knockout blow on United 
when he headed in a Wayne Rout- 
ledge cross in the 90th minute. 
The second shock in the Cup 
on the Sunday saw Champion- 
ship club Nottingham Forest belt 
Premier League club West Ham 
United out of the Cup, with a 
commanding 5-0 victory. Ham- 
mers boss Sam Allardyce fielded 
a youthful side, a move that 
completely backfired. 

Forest’s victory was highlighted 
by Jamie Paterson, who scored a 
hat-trick. Forest will face the win- 
ner of the third round replay be- 
tween Ipswich and Preston North 
End at home in the forth round. 


For full list of FA Cup 3rd round 
results and 4th round draw please 
go to page 27. 


Photos: KAREN DOUGLAS 
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Match Details 


Central Coast Mariners 0 
Melbourne Heart 0 
Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford 
Referee: Jarred Gillett 
Attendance: 8,062 


Central Coast Mariners Fe: 

12. Liam Reddy (Gk), 2. Daniel 
Mcbreen, 3. Joshua Rose, 5. Zach- 
ary Anderson, 7. John Hutchinson 
(C), 8. Nick Montgomery (17. 
Anthony Caceres 78’), 9. Mitchell 
Duke, 11. Nick Fitzgerald, 15. Storm 
Roux, 16. Trent Sainsbury, 21. Mile 
Sterjovski (19. Matt Simon 65’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Justin 
Pasfield (Gk), 4. Marcel Seip, 6. 
Brent Griffiths 

Yellow Cards: Mcbreen 

ReD Cards: Nil 


Melbourne Heart FC: 1. Andrew 
Redmayne (Gk), 3. Robbie Wielaert, 
6. Patrick Gerhardt, 7. lain Ramsay 
(21. Stefan Mauk 77’), 8. Massimo 
Murdocca, 10. Harry Kewell (C), 11. 
Michael Mifsud, 16. Aziz Behich (24. 
Patrick Kisnorbo 90’), 17. Jason 
Hoffman, 22. Nicholas Kalmar, 23. 
Mate Dugandzic (15. David Williams 
68’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Tando 
Velaphi (Gk), 25. Andrea Migliorini 
Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


By Adrian Deans 


They say that nil nil draws are 
sometimes the most thrilling 
matches. 

This wasn’t one of those times. 
This game will not be recalled by 
historians for anything other than 
the fact that it was supposed to be 
Michael McGlinchey’s last game 
for the Mariners before going on 
a season-long loan to join Arnie in 
Japan. And he didn’t show. 

Neither was he feted at half time 

or join his colleagues for the usual 
post match circumnavigation of 
the pitch to engage with his ador- 
ing fans. 
Oh well. 
The other major omission of 
course (for the Mariners) was Mar- 
cos Flores who suffered a season 
ending ACL injury at training. And 
when I say season ending, I don’t 
just mean Flores’ season. 

The Mariners were disorganised 
and toothless up front with none 
of the creativity and energy usu- 
ally provided in the attacking third 
by Flores and McGlinchey. This 
meant there were no outlets to 
people capable of holding the ball 
under pressure so the Mariners 
constantly turned over possession. 
In the first half Harry Kewell was 
the main beneficiary of such wan- 
ton disregard for ball security and 
was at the centre of everything 
Heart tried. Michael Mifsud really 
should have scored after being set 
up by Kewell in the 15th minute 
but could only hit the post. That 
counts as a save for Reddy who 
at least got out to put pressure on 
the striker whose conversion rate 
(simple chances to goals) would 
have to be close to the worst in 
A-League history. He’s obviously 
taking his eye off the ball when he 
shoots. 

Harry was less influential in the 
second half (but still pulling plenty 
of strings). The Mariners clawed 
their way back into the contest, 
and definitely had the better chanc- 
es towards the end. In particular, a 


Sti SP SRE TE IE RB ES 
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Is 14 Tackles 6 
7 Total Shots 12 
448 Total Passes 542 
45.5% Possession 54.5% 
2 Corners 7 
0 Offsides 9 
7 #15 Fouls committed 15 
——i 


é Man of the Match 
— Harry Kewell (Heart) 


. 
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Flores’ Injury May Have Rogical Solution? 


Melbourne Heart’s Jason Hoffman slides in for a tackle on Nick Fitzgerald as Mate Dugandzic provides the back-up. 


diving header by Nick Montgom- 
ery on the hour went agonisingly 
wide after a great bit of work to set 
up Sterjovski for the cross. 

Then came the moment (dare I 
call it a Mifsud Moment?) when 
the Mariners should have won it. A 
glorious set of one and two touch 
passes saw the ball fall to Josh 
Rose eight metres out. All he had 
to do was put his laces through the 
ball and he couldn’t have missed. 
Instead, he leaned back and side- 
footed over the bar to the intense 
dismay of the crowd (and his 
coach). 


Maltese international Michael Mifsud and his admirers on the central coast. 


There’s not a lot more to usefully 
say about the game. The Heart will 
have been pleased to get a point 
but could easily have had more on 
their first outing under John Van’t 
Schipp. Gerhardt, Murdocca and 
Hoffman played well. As did Mif- 
sud, with the exception of in front 
of goal. Maybe he needs to be rein- 
vented as a winger? 

Harry did enough to show that he 
still has one of the best left feet in 
the business and definitely a great 
football brain. If he continues to 
play like that and gets fit enough 
to play a strong 90 minutes, he will 


— Seca FR iss 


Mitch Fitzgerald (Mariners 


definitely give Ange Postecoglou 
something to think about. 

The Mariners were once again 
reliant on the excellent form of 
their centre backs. Phil Moss will 
have to go into the market for an 
injury replacement number ten, 
and who better to fill that role than 
former crowd favourite Tommy 
Rogic who is being wasted on the 
bench at Celtic? If the rumours are 
correct, Graham Arnold now has 
competition for Rogic as he seeks 
to bring yet another ex-protegee 
to Japan. A sticking point may be 
the fact that Neil Lennon says he 


wants to freshen up and strengthen 
his team in January — if that doesn’t 
mean starting Rogic then he’s bet- 
ter playing for anybody other than 
Neil Lennon who clearly wouldn’t 
know talent if it nutmegged and 
figure-eighted him. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by 
High Horse Books and available 
in all good book stores. www.adri- 
andeans.com 


www.goalweekly.com 


All times are AEDT 


Jets Line Up 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
3.Taylor REGAN 

5.Ben KANTAROVSKI 
6.Zenon CARAVELLA 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
10.Nathan BURNS 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
13.Joey GIBBS 
14.Josh MITCHELL 
16.Jacob PEPPER 
17.James VIRGILI 
18.James BROWN 
19.Michael BRIDGES 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
20.Ben KENNEDY (gk). 


Ins: 13.Joey GIBBS (promoted), 
14.Josh MITCHELL (promoted) 
17.James VIRGILI (promoted), 
19.Michael Bridges (promoted). 
Outs: 4.Kew JALIENS (suspen- 
sion), 7.Andrew HOOLE (interna- 
tional duty — Young Socceroos), 
15.Josh BRILLANTE (interna- 
tional duty — Young Socceroos), 
22.Adam TAGGART (international 
duty — Young Socceroos) 
Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE 
(knee injury — long term), 
25.Mitch COOPER (knee injury — 
long term), 12.Connor CHAP- 
MAN (international duty — Young 
Socceroos), 


Undermanned 
Jets face 
Victory 


The Newcastle Jets face the Mel- 
bourne Victory this Friday night 
in an A-League clash of vital im- 
portance for both sides. 

After both teams lost last week- 
end, they are both caught up in the 
logjam for positions in the top 6. 

Melbourne are currently ahead 
of the Jets by a single point, but 
come into this match missing four 
players (Connor Pain, Jason Geria, 
Scott Galloway and Nick Ansell) 
through Australian Under 22’s 
duty, along with suspended de- 
fender Adrian Leijer. 

Newcastle is in a similar boat, 
with Adam Taggart, Andrew 
Hoole, Connor Chapman and Josh 
Brillante also away with the Under 
22’s national side. 

Newcastle looks certain to include 
their marquee man Emile Heskey 
this week to come in for Taggart, 
with the Englishman playing well 
last week when he came on against 
the Glory. 

His physicality and ability to hold 
the ball up will surely test the Vic- 
tory defence who are down on so 
many key personnel. 

The only problem for the Jets will 
be their poor recent form. Many 
thought that the Adelaide perfor- 


mance was an aberration, but the 
signs of sluggishness and lethargy 
were still on display last week 
against the Glory. 

Gary Van Egmond will attempt to 
rejuvenate his side again through 
rotating his squad and giving an- 
other chance to young winger 
Craig Goodwin. 

Goodwin was told last week that 
he had “done nothing wrong” by 
his coach, but was still pulled from 
the field after 52 minutes. 

He will be desperate to impress 
in the next couple of weeks with 
Hoole and Taggart being away and 
hopefully making it hard for Van 
Egmond to drop him when they re- 


turn from international duty. 

Van Egmond will have to prepare 
his side for the possession game of 
the visitor, who as always will look 
to monopolize the ball and open up 
space on the flanks to get in behind 
the Jets defence. 

When the two teams met earlier in 
the season at AAMI Park, the Vic- 
tory continually found themselves 
in space behind the Jets fullbacks, 
but sterling defensive displays from 
Kew Jaliens and Taylor Regan con- 
tinually repelled the Victory. 
Nathan Burns will be itching to 
have a quality game on the week- 
end after his two goal effort in the 
corresponding fixture. 


FRIDAY 10TH JANUARY 2014 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 25 
Jets 12 

Victory 9 
Drawn 4 


Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Radio Broadcast: 1233 ABC 
Newcastle, 774 ABC Melbourne, 

ABC Local Radio Victoria, 936 ABC 
Hobart and ABC Northern Tasmania 
Grandstand Digital Melbourne and 
Online/Mobile phone app. SBS Radio. 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#NEWVMVC 


It may well be his last game for 
the Jets as he is due to finish his 
loan spell from Incheon United in 
Korea the day after the game. 

The Jets are still trying to rene- 
gotiate this deal for the remainder 
of the season, but as yet there has 
been no word, despite Burns being 
keen to remain. 

Due to all the players being out of 
this fixture, it really is a hard one 
to call which way it will go. One 
thing that seems to remain consis- 
tent in the A-League is the history 
of some teams against others. 

Historically the Jets fare well 
against the Victory and in this un- 
predictable encounter it may just 
be the weight of that history that 
pushes them over the line. 
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Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (GK) 

2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 

5,.Mark MILLIGAN (c) 
6.Leigh BROXHAM 

7.Gui FINKLER 

9.Kosta BARBAROUSES 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
13.Andrew NABBOUT 
14.James TROISI 

15.Mitch NICHOLS 
16.Rashid MAHAZI 
17.James JEGGO 
18.Francesco STELLA 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (Gk) 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
27.Christopher CRISTALDO 
31.Dylan MURNANE 

*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 10.Archie THOMPSON 
(returns from injury), 13.Andrew 
NABBOUT (promoted), 16.Rashid 
MAHAZI (promoted), 18.Francesco 
STELLA (promoted), 22.Jesse 
MAKAROUNAS (promoted), 
31.Dylan MURNANE (promoted) 
Outs: 4.Nick ANSELL (interna- 
tional duty — Young Socceroos, 
24 Scott GALLOWAY (interna- 
tional duty — Young Socceroos), 
25.Jason GERIA (interna- 

tional duty — Young Socceroos), 
23.Adrian LEIJER (suspended) 


Unavailable: 11.Connor PAIN 
(international duty — Young Soc- 
ceroos 


PERTH 


Glory Line Up 


1.Daniel VUKOVIC (GK) 
2.Jack CLISBY 
3.Brandon O’NEILL 
6.Cameron EDWARDS 

7. Jacob BURNS 

9. Shane SMELTZ 

11. Adrian ZAHRA 
14.Steven McGARRY 

15. Isaka CERNAK 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17. Chris HAROLD 

20. Danny DE SILVA 

22. Ndumba MAKECHE 
23.Michael THWAITE 
24.Matthew DAVIES 

25. Riley WOODCOCK 
39. Luke RADONICH (Gk) 
**One to be omitted ** 


Ins: 7. Jacob BURNS (returns 
from suspension), 9. Shane 
SMELTZ (returns from injury), 39. 
Luke RADONICH (GK) (promoted) 


Outs: 4.Ryan EDWARDS (Interna- 
tional Duty — young Socceroos), 
18.Jack DUNCAN (International 
Duty) 


Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 
- indefinite), William GALLAS 
(calf - 1 week), Scott JAMIESON 
(achilles - indefinite), Jamie 
MACLAREN (groin - 1 week), Ryo 
NAGAI (hamstring - 2-3 weeks) 


Heart look to 
Schip to the 


same beat 


Melbourne Heart will go in 
search of their first victory of 
the season, and their first in 

19 matches, when they take on 
Perth Glory at the nib Stadium 
on Friday evening. 

New coach John van’t Schip was 
happy with the performance of his 
team in the 0-0 draw with Central 
Coast Mariners last week and be- 
lieves the side have come together 
and their first win is not far away. 
“T think we can improve still a lot,” 
Van’t Schip said. 

“We have players coming back 
from long periods of not playing; 
Harry Kewell played 90 minutes 
on a very good level. He was an 
example for the boys, working hard 
and being dangerous in a few cir- 
cumstances.” 

“We know that it’s going to be very 
hard to get into the play-offs, but I 
think the most important thing is to 
get back the way we want to play. 
It’s improvement for our fans, so 
they can see a team that can win, 
play football, and I think at the 
moment that the most important 
thing.” 

In team news for Heart young mid- 
fielder Stefan Mauk is away with 
the Australian side at the under 


22 AFC Championships in Oman, 
while Orlando Engelaar and Jona- 
tan Germano are still out injured. 
New Perth Glory coach Kenny 
Lowe won his first game in the job 
last week, with a 1-0 win on the 
road against Newcastle Jets, and he 
was delighted with his young sides 
battling performance. “I was really 
pleased with the side at Newcastle. 
We had worked on a few things 
during the week and it worked for 
us with the goal which was pleas- 
ing,” he said. 

“We looked to press the ball in the 
game and counter further up the 


Fri Jan 10 NIB stadium 9:45 PM 


bail 


park and it seemed to work. We 
have a young side and physically 
they can’t do that for 90 minutes, 
and obviously late in the game a 
few players ran out of petrel and 
were struggling. But they hung 
in there and we were delighted to 
come away with the three points.” 
In team news for the home side 
skipper Jacob Burns returns to the 
squad after his one match suspen- 
sion, while Shane Smeltz is back 
in contention after a lengthy ankle 
injury. Ryan Edwards and reserve 
keeper Jack Duncan are both away 
with the Australian side in Oman, 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 11 
Glory 5 
Heart 3 
Drawn 3 


Referee: Peter Green 


Radio Broadcast: 720 ABC Perth, ABC 
Local Radio WA, 774 ABC Melbourne, 
ABC Local Radio Victoria Grandstand 
Digital and Online/Mobile phone app. 
Sport FM (Perth) 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#PERVMHT 


while William Gallas and Jamie 
Maclaren will again miss with inju- 
ry. Josh Risdon made his comeback 
from a knee injury in the Glory’s 
Youth side last week but will need 
a couple of more weeks to back to 
full fitness. 

The nib Stadium has not been a 
happy hunting ground for the Heart, 
with their only win in five visits be- 
ing a 2-1 victory in round 11 2011- 
12. Matt Thompson gave the Heart 
the lead on the half hour before 
Billy Mehmet level three minutes 
later. The winner came three min- 
utes from time from through Mate 
Dugandzic. Their last visit to the 
West was in round three this season 
when former coach John Alosi’s 
side were beaten 1-0 with Jamie 
Maclaren on target. 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE (GK) 
2.Jeremy WALKER 
3.Robbie WIELAERT 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
9.Dylan MACALLISTER 
10.Harry KEWELL (C) 
11.Michael MIFSUD 
15.David WILLIAMS 
16.Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
19.Ben GARUCCIO 
20.Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
22.Nick KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
25.Andrea MIGLIORINI 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 2. Jeremy WALKER (pro- 
moted), 9. Dylan MACALLISTER 
(promoted), 19. Ben GARUCCIO 
(promoted) 


Outs: 21. Stefan MAUK (Interna- 
tional Duty - Young Socceroos) 


Unavailable: 4.Orlando ENGE- 
LAAR (Fractured tibia — 2-6 
weeks), 13.Jonatan GERMANO 
(Calf — 3-4 weeks), 18.David 
Vrankovic (International Duty - 
Young Socceroos) 


ADRIAN DEANS 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Adrian Deans d 
Welsh does for 
Straight Jacket 
heart of the bur 


American Psych 


Kirsten Kraut! 


Sometimes fun 


oes for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 
Edinburgh's council estates. 

is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark 

bs and may just be Australia’s answer to 

0. 
h, just_a_girl 


y, sometimes disturbing, and always 


compelling. With a super original premise 


and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 


low up to Mr C 
Tony Wilson, 


eansheets delivers on every level. 
Making News 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 
Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


Green Gully Soccer Club 


7 VPL Champions: 1981, 1982, 


M TW 9am - Midnight T & F 9am - 1am 
Sat 10am - 2am Sun 10am - Midnight 

Green Gully Reserve, Club House Place Keilor Downs VIC 3038 Melway Reference: 14 E8 
Tel: (03) 9366-6697 Email: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


SOCCER CLUB 


1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 
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1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
5.lvan FRANJIC 
7.Besart BERISHA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
13.Jade NORTH 
14.Diogo FERREIRA 
17.Matt McKAY 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
27.Devante CLUT 
28.Brandon BORRELLO 
**One to be omitted** 


In: 3.Shane STEFANUTTO (returns 
from injury), 7.Besart BERISHA 
(returns from injury) 


Out: 26.Corey BROWN (Interna- 
tional Duty — Young Socceroos) 


Unavailable: 15.James DONACHIE 
(groin — one week), 25. George 
LAMBADARDIS (knee - season) 


Depleted Reds 
Travel to 
Brisbane 


Jarrod Ellis 


Brisbane Roar will be at home 
for the first time in 2014 this Sat- 
urday evening when they play 
host to Adelaide United. 

The Roar will be attempting to 
extend their seven-point lead at the 
top of the league whilst a weakened 
United will be looking to continue 
their climb up the ladder despite 
several absences from the playing 
squad. 

A first league win in Melbourne 
in nine attempts last weekend left 
the Roar sitting pretty at the A- 
League summit amidst a storm of 
praise from pundits and fans. Mike 
Mulvey’s men are now widely rec- 
ognised as Premiership favourites 
after a run of results that’s seen 
them win six of their last seven A- 
League matches. 

With a team in such good form 
Mulvey is now faced with the deci- 
sion of whether or not Besart Ber- 
isha should return to the starting 
line-up after missing the last two 
weeks due to injury. 

During his absence the Roar have 
scored nine goals and played some 
of their best football in recent 
memory. The forced reshuffling of 
the side has drawn excellent per- 
formances from Dmitri Petratos, 
Henrique and Liam Miller and the 


question has arisen as to whether 
Brisbane may be a better, more un- 
predictable unit without Berisha. 

Despite that possibility it’s hard 
to imagine Mulvey benching Ber- 
isha, arguably the best striker in the 
A-League. The last time these two 
sides met Brisbane left Adelaide 
victorious thanks in no small part to 
a brace from the Albanian striker, a 
point that will surely be in Mulvey’s 
mind. 

It is a dilemma but surely a di- 
lemma that Mike Mulvey will enjoy 
having. 

Josep Gombau in contrast has more 
than one dilemma and none par- 
ticularly welcome. In recent weeks 
Adelaide have been blighted by a 
succession of injuries and suspen- 
sions and this week is no different, 


the U-22 AFC Championship only 
making matters more difficult. 
Frontman Bruce Djite (groin), 
attacking midfielder Cirio (ham- 
string) and winger Fabio Ferreria 

(groin) are expected to miss the 
match, while defender Osama Ma- 
lik is suspended. 

Added to the list of absentees is 
Jake Barker-Daish, who scored in 
Adelaide’s 2-2 draw with Sydney 
FC on Friday night, made unavail- 
able due to national Under-22 du- 
ties. 

However it’s not all bad news for 
the Reds. Jeronimo Neumann is set 
to return after completing his one 
match suspension whilst Marcelo 
Carrusca is also expected to return 
from a bruised knee which side- 
lined him against Sydney FC. 


Sat Jan 11 Suncorp Stdm 5:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 27 
Roar 10 
Adelaide 9 
Drawn 8 


Referee: Alan Milliner 


Radio Broadcast: 612 ABC Brisbane, 
ABC Local Radio WA, 891 ABC 
Adelaide, ABC Local Radio South 
Australia Grandstand Digital Online/ 
Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#BRIVADL 


That duo will likely be joined by 
former Newcastle Jets forward 
Ryan Griffiths, set to sign with Ad- 
elaide subject to passing a medical 
after returning to Australia from a 
year-long stint with Chinese outfit 
Beijing Boxy. 

The Reds were unlucky not to 
get a point the last time these two 
sides met and will be hoping to get 
something from the match despite 
the unavailability of key players. 
If anything, history is on their side. 
Much like Newcastle, the previous 
visitors to Suncorp Stadium, Ad- 
elaide have a formidable record 
away to Brisbane. In twelve visits 
to the River City the Reds have 
only lost twice. 


All times are AEDT 


1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (GK) (c) 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 

4. Jon McKAIN 

7.JERONIMO. 

8.ISAIAS 

10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
13.Steven LUSTICA 
14.Cameron WATSON 
16.Daniel BOWLES 

17.Awer MABIL 

18.Michael ZULLO 

20.Paul IZZO (Gk) 

21.Tarek ELRICH 

23.Jordan ELSEY 
26.Anthony COSTA 

31.Ryan GRIFFITHS 
32.Nathan KONSTANDOPOULOS 
*“One to be omitted** 


Ins: 7.JERONIMO (returns from 
suspension), 10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
(returns from injury), 14.Cameron 
WATSON (returns from injury), 
23.Jordan ELSEY (returns from 
Hong Kong), 31.Ryan GRIFFITHS 
(new signing), 32.Nathan KON- 
STANDOPOULOS (promoted from 
Youth Team) 

Outs: 5.0sama MALIK (sus- 
pended — 1 match), 9.Sergio CIRIO 
(hamstring — 3-4 weeks), 11.Bruce 
DJITE (groin — 1-2 weeks), 19.Jake 
BARKER-DAISH (international 

duty — Young Socceroos), 22.Fabio 
FERREIRA (groin — 2 weeks) 
Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 
tendon — indefinite), 12.Antony 
GOLEC (China), 15.Jacob MELLING 
(knee — 6 weeks) 


1.Ante COVIC (gk) 

3.Adam D’APUZZO 
4.Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 
5.Michael BEAUCHAMP (c) 
6.Jerome POLENZ 
7.Labinot HALITI 

8.Mateo POLJAK 

9.Tomi JURIC 

10.Aaron MOOY 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC 
14. Kwabena APPIAH 
17.Youssouf HERSI 
18.lacopo LA ROCCA 
19.Mark BRIDGE 
20.Jerrad TYSON (gk) 
21.Shinji ONO 

22. Dean HEFFERNAN 
23.Jason TRIFIRO 

**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 8.Mateo POLJAK (pro- 
moted), 13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC 
(promoted), 14. Kwabena APPIAH 
(promoted) 

Outs: 11.Brendon SANTALAB 


Unavailable: 2.Shannon COLE 


Sydney 
prepares for 
Derby 
fireworks 


Sydney FC will head to Pirtek 
Stadium to play the Western 
Sydney Wanderers on Saturday 
night, looking to defend their un- 
beaten record at the ground (kick 
off 7.45pm). 

The Sky Blues are unbeaten in their 
five competitive matches played at 
Pirtek/Parramatta stadium includ- 
ing a 1-0 victory and 1-1 draw in 
the two away Sydney derbies last 
season. 

Sydney FC also played as the home 
team against Perth Glory in season 
2009/10 triumphing 3-2, and then 
again the following season, defeat- 
ing the West Australian outfit 2-0. 

In 2007 the Sky Blues supporters 
saw a 3-0 win over Indonesian side 
Persik Kediri in an Asian Champi- 
ons League group stage game. 

The overall head to head record 
between the two sides stands at two 
wins for the Wanderers, one for 
Sydney FC and one draw. 

Meanwhile, Sydney FC Head 
Coach Frank Farina has indicated 
that the Sky Blues will likely sign 
former Serbian U-21 and Red Star 
Belgrade player Milos Dimitrijevic 


until the end of the season, if he 
comes through a successful trial. 
Dimitrijevic arrived in Australia on 
Sunday and has been training with 
the Sky Blues ahead of the Sydney 
Derby on Saturday at Pirtek Stadi- 
um (kick off 7:45pm), however Fa- 
rina has said it will still be a couple 
of weeks before he is seen. 

“Milos is the one that we will look 
at signing until the end of the sea- 
son,” Farina said. 

“He’s obviously a little underdone 
at the moment but he’s the player 
that we’re looking at bringing in and 
hopefully very soon. 

“There are 14 games to go, he’s 
been training but he only arrived on 
Sunday so it’s a little early just yet 


Sat Jan 11 Parramatta Stdm 7:30 PM 


but he’s in pretty good nick when 
you look at him,” Farina continued. 
“Tt was similar with Ranko when he 
came in and you saw how quickly 
he not only adapted but was physi- 
cally up for it so I’m not expecting it 
to be too long before we see him.” 
The Sky Blues are unbeaten in the 
five competition games they’ve 
played at Parramatta Stadium thus 
far but Farina is wary of the threat 
Western Sydney pose, especially af- 
ter their shock 3-1 home defeat to 
Wellington Phoenix last week. 
“They’ ll bounce back. I think they’ re 
a very good side,” Farina said. 
“They lost 3-1 to Wellington at 
home and they won’t be happy. 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 4 
Wanderers 2 
Sydney FC 1 

Drawn 1 


Referee: Jarred Gillett 


Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney, ABC 
Local Radio NSW, 666 ABC Canberra, 
Grandstand Digital, Online/Mobile phone 
app. 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SydneyDerby 


‘Im expecting Western Sydney, 
who have a good squad and they 
have shown that over the past year, 
to show that they’re a very danger- 
ous team at home. It’s going to be 
tough,” he continued. 

“T think defence is their strongest 
point, they’re very compact and 
they don’t give too much away. 
You know with Ono floating in and 
around the front players, he’s dan- 
gerous and he was most probably 
the difference between the two sides 
in the first game at Allianz.” 

Farina also praised the atmosphere 
the derby generates and is confident 
the fans will behave as they look to 
spur on Sydney FC. 

“The atmosphere is fantastic and I 
think all players enjoy it irrespective 
of if you’re the home team or not,” 
Farina said. 
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Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 

2.Seb RYALL 

3. Marc WARREN 

4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

7. Brett EMERTON 

8. Pedj BOJIC 

9. Corey GAMEIRO 

10. Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
14. Mitch MALLIA 

15.Terry MCFLYNN 
20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
22.Ali ABBAS 
27.Christopher NAUMOFF 
28.Matt THOMPSON 

34. Aaron CALVER 

35. Dylan CATON 

*Two to be omitted** 

Ins: 2. Seb RYALL (return from in- 
jury), 14. Mitch MALLIA (promoted), 
27.Christopher NAUMOFF (promot- 
ed), 34. Aaron CALVER (promoted), 
35. Dylan CATON (promoted). 

Outs: 11. Richard GARCIA (1 
week — bruised ankle), 19. Nick 
CARLE (suspended — 1 week), 24. 
Hagi GLIGOR (international duty — 3 
matches) 

Unavailable: Joel CHIANESE 
(ankle — 1 week), Rhyan GRANT 
(knee — season), Peter TRIANTIS 
(groin - indefinite), Terry ANTONIS 
(thigh - indefinite), Tiago CALVANO 
(Suspended — 2 matches). 


KNOW YOUR FOOTBALL? ENJOY WRITING? 


WEEKLY 


Pedro’s Pizza 


GW IS SEEKING FOOTBALL CONTRIBUTORS WHO 
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Apply within at news@goalweekly.com 
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Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen Moss (Gk) 
2.Manny Muscat 
5.Michael Boxall 
6.Josh Brindell-South 
7.Leo Bertos 

9.Kenny Cunningham 
10.Stein Huysegems 
11.Jeremy Brockie 
12.Tyler Boyd 
13.Albert Riera 
15.Jason Hicks 
17.Vince Lia 

18.Ben Sigmund 
20.Lewis Italiano (GK) 
21.Carlos Hernandez 
22.Andrew Durante (c) 
23.Matthew Ridenton. 
**One to be omitted** 


In: 21.Carlos Hernandez (returns 
from injury). 


Out: 16.Louis Fenton (shoulder 
injury). 


Unavailable: 8.Paul Ifill (ruptured 
Achilles, 8-12 months), 16.Louis 
Fenton (shoulder injury, season). 


Short Break 


The A-League fixture is a strange 
beast. Less than two weeks ago the 
Melbourne Victory hosted the West- 
ern Sydney Wanderers at AAMI 
Park. The two teams meet for the 
third and final time this Tuesday 
night, at AAMI Park once again. 
This time though, both teams will 
have a shorter break to rest and re- 
cover. The Victory play the New- 
castle Jets on Friday night at Hunter 
Stadium and will get around three 
days off. For the Wanderers, it has 
a bit of a tougher run. It hosts the 
Sydney Derby on Saturday night, a 
game guaranteed to be fiery, and has 
a day less to recover. 

Therefore it’s hard to dictate who 
will be playing in the game without 
knowing what will happen in those 
earlier games, regarding injuries, 
suspensions and tactically changes. 
There are some notable exceptions. 
Kevin Muscat will be without a host 
of young players, including Connor 
Pain, Nick Ansell, Jason Geria and 
Scott Galloway, who will away with 
the Socceroos Under 22’s at the AFC 
Cup in Oman for three weeks. 
Archie Thompson’s return from in- 
jury is still under a cloud, and his re- 
turn constantly looks like a decision 


that will be made in the last minute. 
For the Victory, the biggest con- 
cern is the form of Mitch Nichols. 
The midfielder has been distracted 
with the news of a transfer bid by 
J.League club Cerezo Osaka. So 
much so, that the star player was 
taken off at half-time by Kevin Mus- 
cat against the Brisbane Roar for 
“tactical reasons”. 

Muscat will be boosted by the return 
of Adrien Leijer who will be back 
from his suspension, after getting 
sent-off against the Roar. He will 
most likely team up with Pablo Con- 
treras, who will back from injury for 
the Newcastle game. The return of 
form of Gui Finkler is also a major 
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coup for the Victory as the Brazil- 
ian was the turning point for home 
side, the last time the two sides 
met. 

As for the Wanderers, Tony Pop- 
ovic will continue the juggling 
act, as he keeps rotating the squad, 
giving every member a chance 
to prove themselves. Slight in- 
jury concerns with Tomi Juric and 
Shinji Ono will be treated carefully, 
so it will be surprising if the same 
eleven players play both games. 
Both teams came off disappoint- 
ing results (barring this weekend’s 
clashes) with the Victory being bat- 
tered by championship favourites, 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 19 

Phoenix 5 
Mariners 11 

Drawn 3 


Referee: Matthew Gillett 


Radio Broadcast: Full coverage ABC 
Grandstand Digital Online/Mobile 
phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#WELVCCM 


Roar 3-0. While the Wanderers were 
caught napping against the Wel- 
lington Phoenix and were put to the 
sword in a 3-1 loss. 

Obviously both will be looking to 
win, given the tight ladder standings. 
Neither side wants to be caught up 
in the chasing finals pack, especially 
the Victory who is stuck right in the 
middle. Of course, no one will know 
where the game will stand consider- 
ing the weekend’s results. 

The Victory might have the extra 
day off, but have lost a host of play- 
ers, compared to the Wanderers, who 
are in the opposite boat. A tight, tir- 
ing game will mean a draw. 
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CENTRAL COasT 


1.Justin PASFIELD (Gk) 

2.Daniel MCBREEN 

3.Joshua ROSE 

4.Marcel SEIP 

5.Zachary ANDERSON 

6.Brent GRIFFITHS 

7.John HUTCHINSON 

8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
9.Mitchell DUKE 

11.Nick FITZGERALD 

12.Liam REDDY (Gk) 

13.Hayden MORTON 

15.Storm ROUX 

16. Trent SAINSBURY 
17.Anthony CACERES 

19.Matt SIMON 

20.Bernie IBINI, 21.Mile STER- 
JOVSKI 

*“Two to be omitted** 

Ins: 13.Hayden MORTON 
(promoted), 20.Bernie IBINI (loan 
commences) 

Outs: Nil 

Unavailable: 10.Marcos FLORES 
(knee — season), 14.Michael 
MCGLINCHEY (on loan — Vegalta 
Sendai), 18.Michael NEILL (knee 
— indefinite), 22.Tom SLATER 
(back — 1 week), 23.Adam KWAS- 
NIK (knee — season) 


Brisbane Roar is excited to an- 
nounce that Dimitri Petratos has 
re-signed with the club. 

Petratos joined the Roar in June 
on a season-long deal and has now 
penned a new two-year contract 
extension that will keep him in or- 
ange until the end of the Hyundai 
A-League 2015/16 season. 

The 21-year-old has scored four 
goals in his last two appearances 
for Brisbane, including a hat-trick 
against former club Sydney FC on 
Boxing Day. 

RRKKEKKEE 
Auckland City striker Roy 
Krishna is poised to become the 
first Fijian footballer to play 
in the Hyundai A-League after 
joining the Wellington Phoenix. 

Krishna, 26, is contracted to the 
Phoenix till the end of the 2013-14 
season as an injury replacement 
for Paul Ifill who ruptured an 
Achilles tendon in the 1-0 win 
over Sydney FC. 

RKKKRKKEKE 
Australia’s best indoor talent is 
back in Canberra for the 2014 
FFA National Futsal Champion- 
ship next week. 

The tournament is held annually 
in Canberra and will run from 
January 13-17, with Victoria keen 
to build on last year’s performance 
where it had three grand final- 
ists across the Open Men, Open 
Women and 14 Boys categories. 
FFV Futsal head coach Eugene 
Lawrenz said he was looking 
forward to seeing all the squads 
perform well. 


Round 13: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Jets - 14 Victory - 0 - Draw - 1 


Santo 


Cilauro 


Victory 
Glory 
Roar es 


WSW a S 
Ax 


Draw 
Working Dog Productions 


Brisbane 
Wanderers 
Wellington 
Victory 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Draw 
Glory 
Roar 
Wanderers 
Draw 
Draw 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


George 
Donikian 


Victory 
Draw 

Roar 
Wanderers 
Draw 
Draw 


Media Mogul 


30 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Jets 

Glory 
Roar 
Wanderers 
Phoenix 
Victory 


GM Greek Media Group 


John 


Doyle 


Victory 
Glory 
Roar 
Wanderers 
Mariners 

Wanderers 


Original Captain Socceroo 


Glory- 13 Heart-1 Draw -1 


Roar - 12 Adelaide - 0 Draw - 3 


George 


Calombaris 


Victory 
Glory 
Roar 
Sydney FC 
Phoenix 
Victory 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Draw 
Glory 
Roar 
Wanderers 
Phoenix 
Victory 


Former Socceroo 


29 


Peter 
Katholos 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Draw 

Central Coast 


Former Socceroo 


Wanderers - 7 Sydney FC - 4 Draw - 4 


Eddie 


Krncevic 


Jets 
Heart 
Roar 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Draw 


Former Socceroo 


Campbell 


Victory 
Perth 
Brisbane 
Wanderers 
Wellington 
Draw 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


29 


Steve 
Blair 


Jets 

Glory 
Roar 
Sydney 
Phoenix 
Wanderers 


Former Socceroo 


Victory - 11 Wanderers - 1 Draw - 3 


Phoenix- 11 Mariners- 1 Draw - 3 


John 
Perin 


27 


Victory 
Heart 
Brisbane 
WwSW 
Phoenix 
Draw 


eA. 
WZ 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 


Death 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Jets 

Draw 
Mariners 
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Newcastle Jets have lost just one of 
their last nine A-League matches at 
home to Melbourne Victory (W6 D2). 


Melbourne Victory have scored in 
each of their last nine A-League 
games against Newcastle Jets. 


There has not been a draw in nine 
league games in matches between 
these sides. 


Nathan Burns (Newcastle Jets) 
bagged a brace in the reverse fixture 
in December 2013. 


Newcastle Jets have lost back to 
back A-League games. They haven't 
lost three in a row since December 
2012. 


Newcastle Jets 
V 


Melbourne Victory have only stopped 
their opponents from scoring in one of 
their last 11 A-League away games. 


Newcastle attempted 18 shots at goal 
in their last A-League game (v Perth 
Glory) — only one side (Melbourne 
Victory — 19 v Perth Glory) have 
attempted more in a single A-League 
match this season. 


Craig Goodwin created five goalscor- 
ing chances for Newcastle Jets in this 
match — the most by a Jets player in 
a single A-League game this season. 


No side have blocked more opposition 
shots than Melbourne Victory (42) this 
season in the A-League. 


Wanderers 


V 


Sydney FC 


West Sydney Wanderers are yet to 
register a home league win over 
Sydney FC (D1 L1). 


Sydney FC are without a win in three 
A-League matches against Western 
Sydney Wanderers (D1 L2). 


After conceding just four goals in their 
previous seven A-League matches, 
Western Sydney Wanderers have 
conceded the same number in their 
last two games. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
scored in 12 successive home 
matches in the A-League, but never 
more than twice in a single game 
during this run. 


Sydney FC have not won any of their 


last three A-League games (L2 D1) 
— they haven’t gone four without a 
win in the A-League since December 
2012 (five games). 


Away from home, Sydney FC have 
won just one of their last 15 A-League 
games (L10 D4). 


Sydney FC have failed to score in 
four of their last six A-League away 
games. 


No side have allowed their opponents 
more shots on target in the A-League 
this season than Sydney FC (73). 


Conversely, Western Sydney Wander- 
ers have allowed their opponents the 
fewest shots on target (43). 


MELBOURNE 


Perth Glory 


Melbourne Heart 


Perth Glory have won three suc- 
cessive home games against the 
Melbourne club in league competi- 
tion; keeping clean sheets in all of 
those matches. 


Melbourne Heart have won two of the 
last three league meetings between 
the sides; conceding just one goal in 
the process. 


A draw has not featured in eight 
league games between these sides. 


Jamie Maclaren scored the winning 
goal for Perth Glory in a 1-0 victory 
over Melbourne Heart earlier this 
season. 


rn) 


Perth Glory have lost just one of their 
last seven A-League home games 
(W3 D3 L1). 


Melbourne Heart’s run without an 
A-League victory now stands at 18 
matches (L13 D5). 


Only two teams in the history of the 
A-League have gone on a winless 
run as long as this — New Zealand 
Knights (19 games in Sept 05-Aug 
06) and Perth Glory (18 games in Dec 
06-Nov 07). 


Perth Glory have allowed their oppo- 
nents 195 shots at goal this season; 
more than any other A-League team. 


Wellington Phoenix 


WELLINGTON Vv 


CC Mariners 


Wellington Phoenix are without a win 
in nine A-League fixture; losing eight 
of those (D1). 


Central Coast Mariners are unbeaten 
in five visits to Wellington; conceding 
just three goals over the course of 
those matches (W4 D1). 


Wellington Phoenix have won three 
successive A-League games — their 
best run in the competition since 
February 2012 (four wins). 


Excluding playoff matches, Wellington 
have not won successive A-League 
home games since January 2012. 


There have been just six goals score 
in Wellington’s last five A-League 
home games, with the New Zealand- 


ers keeping three clean sheets in 
this run. 


The Central Coast Mariners have kept 
four clean sheets in their last seven 
A-League matches. 


The Central Coast Mariners have 
lost two successive A-League away 
games — they haven’t lost three ina 
row since September 2006. 


Only Brisbane (958) have made more 
passes in to the final third of the pitch 
this season than Wellington Phoenix 
(935). 


The Central Coast Mariners have 
made the fewest passes in to the final 
third of the pitch in the A-League this 
season (726). 
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Brisbane Roar 


V 
Adelaide United 


Brisbane Roar have won four consec- 
utive matches against Adelaide United 
in the league (including play-offs). 


Adelaide United have only lost twice 
in 12 previous visits to Brisbane Roar 
in the A-League (W5 D5). 


Brisbane Roar’s Besart Berisha 
scored both goals in a 2-1 win over 
Adelaide United earlier this campaign. 


Brisbane have won six of their last 
seven A-League matches (L1). 


However, Brisbane lost their last 
home game in the A-League (0-2 v 
Newcastle Jets) — they haven’t lost 
back to back home games in the 


Assists 


1 Thomas Broich 


(Roar) 


2 Carlos Hernandez (Phoenix) 


3 Mitch Nichols (Victory) 
4ShinjiOno (Wanderers) 

5 Luke Brattan (Roar) 

5 Sidnei (Glory) 

7 Ivan Franjic (Roar) 

7 Matt McKay (Roar) 

9 James Troisi (Victory) 

10 Ali Abbas 

11 Richard Garcia (FC) 

12 Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) 


13 Aziz Behich (Heart) 

14 Connor Pain (Victory) 

15 Joshua Rose (Mariners) 
15 Mark Bridge (Wanderers) 
17 Liam Miller 
18 Jack Hingert (Roar) 

18 Labinot Haliti (Wanderers) 

20 Jeronimo Neumann (Adelaide) 


5 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

(Sydney FC) 2 
2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

(Roar) 2 
2 

2 

2 


competition since November 2012 
and the second defeat in that run 
came against Adelaide. 


Adelaide have kept three clean sheets 
in their last four A-League matches. 


These two sides have the highest 
average possession figure in the 
A-League this season — Brisbane 
(59.1%) and Adelaide (57.8%). 


Dimitri Petratos has scored four 
times in his last two appearances for 
Brisbane in the A-League. 


13 of the 19 goals that Adelaide have 


conceded this season in the A-League 
have arrived after half time (68%). 


Passes 


1 Thomas Broich (Roar) 616 
2 Luke Brattan (Roar) 521 
3 Vince Lia (Phoenix) 490 
4 James Troisi (Victory) 485 
5 Matt McKay (Roar) 484 
6 Ivan Franjic (Roar) 438 
7 Mark Milligan (Victory) 434 
8 Carlos Hernandez (Phoenix) 430 
9 Isaias (Adelaide United) 416 
10 Adama Traore (Victory) 413 
11 Mitch Nichols (Victory) 408 
12 Leigh Broxham (Victory) 402 
13 Marcos Flores (Mariners) 369 
14AliAbbas (Sydney FC) 362 
15 Marcelo Carrusca (Adelaide) 360 
16 Aaron Mooy (Wanderers) 354 
17 Massimo Murdocca_ (Heart) 339 
18 Richard Garcia (Sydney FC) 338 
19 lacopo La Rocca (Wanderers) 328 
20 Nick Carle (Sydney FC) 322 


RAISING 
i My 
* OPINION 


Good news Melbourne Victory 
and Western Sydney Wanderers 
fans! 

As bad as your pre-match riot 
and flare-throwing might have 
been they are just an afternoon 
walk in the park compared to how 
other countries show emotion. 

Fan riots are nothing new and 
won’t be stopping anytime soon. 
Psychologists in their analysis are 
quite clear that fan identification 
with sports teams is important for 
many people, particularly in our 
increasingly transient and insular 
society. 

In other words, most fans, yours 
truly included, feel a sense of ac- 
complishment when our team wins 
and feel betrayed when we think 
our team was treated unfairly. 

So whether it’s a way to relieve 
tension and celebrate or a way 
to get back at those who have 
wronged them, the most “‘pas- 


Crimes 


sionate” among us usually decide 
to show the world how they are 
feeling. 

The images of the ‘riots’ preced- 
ing the Victory-Wanderers game- 
screaming fans, broken glass and 
chairs being hurled- are familiar 
and should not have happened. 
The setting off a flare at the sta- 
dium was stupid and dangerous. 
The question is: Why is it that a 
major sporting event can provoke 
an act of mob mayhem and how 
do you stop it. That’s a million 
dollar question. 

Experts in sport fan behaviour 
note that the environment at a 
major sport event allows, and even 
encourages many behaviours well 
outside the norm. 

People yell abuse they would not 
use at work or at home. Peer group 
pressure? Mob rule? 

Adrenalin and alcohol whether 
consumed outside the stadium or 
inside in a charged atmosphere 
tends to set people off more than 
they would in a calmer environ- 
ment. 


ensure that the public is aware of 


and Passion of a Modern Society 


So what can be done to prevent 
pre-match and post- match 
euphoria and in so doing prevent 
violence? 

Those folk specialising in brain 
and crowd behaviour say anticipa- 
tion and law-enforcement planning 
can help control riot situations. 

However, once riots begin they 
are unpredictable. It is up to the 


fans themselves who can best pre- 
vent such incidents. Peer pressure 
can curb unruly behaviour before 
it begins to escalate. They can 
point out an offender to security 
showing the offender the group 
disapproves. Easier said than done 
when you are part of a baying 
mob. 

The fans, club, coaches and 


players however, have a role. They 
can communicate to the fans that 
abusive behaviour is inappropri- 
ate and that offenders will be held 
accountable. 

The media also has a pivotal role 
when promoting and reporting 
the game. TV networks endlessly 
loop sensational video footage of 
rioting fans but rarely follow up to 


expulsions, arrests, and other real 
consequences of such behaviour. 
The Victorian police know the 
trouble makers. They should be 
photographed and banned by both 
clubs. 

Australia is a multicultural 
society. | am of a Dutch-French 
background. I am volatile and ges- 
ticulate a lot. The Latins, Balkans 
and those from the Middle East 
—I lived there for eight years -are 
more expressive and explosive. 
Accept it, football is a passion and 
in some quarters almost a religion. 
It’s truly world game and has bil- 
lions of followers. Don’t even try 
to compare it to AFL, NRL, Union 
or cricket. 

It’s a game with a soul hence its 
explosiveness. How can you curb 
‘riots’ in a multicultural society? 
Start teaching children the do’s 
and don’ts. 


*Andre Zwan is a former journal- 
ist and Government Affairs 
strategist 
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PoL’s Football Funnies 


Adelaide, which once had a great 
club called Juventus of it’s own, 
welcomed Alessandro Del Piero 
to town on Friday. It was open 
arms treatment for the Sydney 
FC star, with a special package 
for Juventus fans who wanted to 
witness him play and presumably 
do something to defeat their home 
city club. I suppose people from 
the home city looking to see their 
team lose is a refreshing change 
from home city fans attacking 
their visiting counterparts. 

After being disgruntled by refer- 
ring earlier in the week, it was Perth 
Glory’s turn to benefit when a tight 
decision saw what may have been an 
equaliser for Newcastle Jets deemed 
not to have crossed the line. When 
goal-line technology is eventually 
introduced, hopefully it will be more 
foolproof than the current television 
replay angles which often still prove 
inconclusive on many occasions. 

The best game of the weekend 
was Melbourne Victory hosting 
Brisbane Roar. After Victory missed 
a couple of early chances it was the 
Roar who opened the scoring and 
then never looked back, waltzing to a 
3-0 triumph. It left Victory in a bit of 
disarray, with a sulking Mitch Nich- 
ols subbed at half-time for thinking 
about Geisha girls not the game and 
Adrian Leijer sent-off after receiv- 
ing a second yellow card. Rumours 
that Mark Milligan dropped a few 
bombshells on SEN proved to be 
unfounded, with the talk-back caller 
proving to be a hoax. 

JVS returned to the helm at 
Melbourne Heart, who ground out 
a 0-0 draw in Gosford against the 
Mariners. Their long run without a 
win continues, but a rare away point 
should give hope that the elusive 
win could be just around the corner. 
The re-invigorated Harry Kewell 
has returned to Twitter, and may be 
ready to roll up the sleeves and take 
on all comers. 

The sad passing of the great Eu- 
sebio was well covered in the media. 
His star rose in the pioneering tele- 


vision nights of the European Cup 
in the 1960’s, which gave him this 
lasting legacy. It makes me wonder, 
however, about the legacies of the 
great players and teams from the 
pre-television era. Before the in- 
ternet and console games, football 
loving kids when housebound by 
inclement weather usually resorted 
to magazines like Shoot! for their 
soccer fix. The football books back 
in the day would all feature the same 
famous stories, like the White Horse 
Cup Final, Bert Trautmann winning 
the F.A.Cup with a broken neck and 
the great Hungarian team conquer- 
ing England at Wembley. 

Which of the great legends will 
be forgotten as the era’s pass by? 
With wall to wall television cover- 
age of current leagues, will modern 
fans have time to bother learning 
much about the past? Or will we not 


look back beyond the past couple of 


generations? 

The Sunday papers lifted the lid 
on football hooliganism with an 
expose of police files. Suprisingly 
my own source of information on 
the subject, Mirko Ozhulovic, was 
not approached for quotes. Neither 
was the infamous Ubit Cetnike, 21, 
of Bonnyrigg, who once gave an 
eye witness account of a Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles v Sydney United flare 
up to the Daily Telegraph. 


; 
“SHOW PRESENTS 


An evening with 


JOHN BARNES 


Former Liverpool and England legend John Barnes looks back on a 
career that also saw him play for Watford, Newcastle United & 
Charlton Athletic. With 79 caps for England, Two World cup finals, 
2 League Championships, 2 FA Cups and 2 hit records, he has 
plenty to talk about 


Juve fans make the long 
treck from to Turin to the 
other City of Churches. 
Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


I have to start this week by 
paying homage to the legend 
that is, Eusebio. 
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- > =Eusebio 


RIP #UEGEND 
The Portuguese superstar passed away last week leaving a footballing 
nation in mourning. Eusebio will certainly go down as one of the greatest 


to ever play the game after scoring over 400 goals throughout his career 
with The Special One himself, Jose Mournho summing up the mood of a 


nation. 


“He’s one of the greatest in the history of football, but for our country 
he’s much more than that,” he told BT Sport. “He was an important refer- 
ence, in what he achieved in football, with his values, his principles and 
his feelings even after finishing his career, Eusebio is immortal. His death 


leaves a great void.” 


It’s an amazing record but another 
Portuguese legend tipped the 400- 
goal barrier last week and you 
can’t help thinking where will his 
tally could finish up. 


The rest of the football world has 
been plagued by controversy after 
controversy surrounding dodgy 
refereeing decisions. Sydney FC 
boss Frank Farina labeled the 
A-League a joke while David 
Moyes was ruing a decision to 
award Sunderland a penalty that 
left Manchester Utd with a 2-1 
deficit to over come against Sun- 
derland in the Milk, Coca Cola, 
Capital One, Mickey Mouse Cup 
Semi-Final, apparently leaving the 
Scotsman with just three weeks to 
save his job. Not that the rest of 
the EPL are complaining. 


Football Funnys\(@FootballFunnys 
7 Jan 

In Moyes pic.twitter.com/XqN- 
Rhrt2Sb 


LV ge 
IN MOYES WE TRUST 


There are many theories surround- 
ing the lack of consistency when it 
comes to the men in the middle of 
the A-League action. The so called 
experts suggest that making them 
full time Refs is the only answer. 
But how do the EPL deal with 
their problems? 


DAMN YOU HOWARD WEBB. 
Any way I totally understand 
where these next guys are coming 
from with their passion for the 
Football Manager game, although 
I am yet to actually hire an as- 
sistant manager for my Gillingham 
adventure. 


Don’t tell me Football Manager 
is just a game... pic.twitter.com/ 
aYz2tAmml4 


So Josh Wardlaw with James 


Me and my assistant manager before the 
2017 Championship Play off final vs QPR. 
Teams are out, Katherine Jenkins has sung 
the national anthem. Time for the match..... 
Don't ever say Football Manager is just a 


And god bless this fan for thinking 
that his kit design will help Mel- 
bourne Heart climb off the foot of 
the A-League ladder. 


Domenic Stephen\(@domenicste- 
phen 

7 Jan 

In 10 days @MelbourneHeart 
plays in my design live on @ 
SBS2. @HarryKewell to score the 
winner! @ALeague #HeartBelieve 
pic.twitter.com/mvXw2tjN 


MELBOURNE Heart will d 
fan-designed strip in its 
A-League match on Janui 
at AAMI Park. The strip, ¢ 
by 28-year-old Domenic 
¢ Stephen, has the names ¢ 
than 5000 Heart member 
signed by before Septem! 


Ok and I promise after this there 
will be no more jokes about Man- 
chester Utd :) 

Well there could be just a couple 
more. 


Fa Daniel Whittie 


5 men sitting in a bar: Mr. Wenger, Mr. 
Mourinho, Mr. Rodgers, Mr. Moyes and Mr. 
Martinez..... 


The first round of beers was on Mourinho, 
he bought a Portuguese beer for each of the 
others. The second round was on Martinez, 
he bought everybody a San Miguel. The 
third round was on Wenger, he bought 
everybody a glass of red wine. The fourth 
round was on Rodgers, he bought a pint to 
the guys, except for Moyes. 


Then Mr. Moyes said; Hey guys what about 
my pint...22? Rodgers looked at him and 
said: Sorry David, this is the fourth round, 
and you are not in it. 
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By Pablo Bateson 


Countdown to 


Brasil 


We continue with analysis 

for each group and every 

team participating at this 
year’s tournament. 


Confederation: 
UEFA 
Nickname: La 
(Furia) Roja 
World Cup win- 


ners: 2010 

Fourth place: 1950 
Quarter-finals: 1934, 1968, 1994, 
2002 
Qualified: 14 times 
Most capped player: 

Iker Casillas (152 games) 

All-time top goal scorer: 

David Villa (56 goals from 92 games) 
FIFA ranking: 1 
Spain, the defending World Cham- 
pions and winner of the past two 
Euro Championships, have the op- 
portunity to arguably become the 
greatest team ever in international 
football. Brasil had previously 
been the benchmark for interna- 
tional football, and yet since 2010 
that supremacy has been overtaken 
by Spain. 

After 2012 Euro success, there 
had been predictions from some 
observers that an ‘ageing’ first 
choice line up would be unable 
to maintain such high standards 
of football. Yet most of the core 
players from three successive 
championship-winning teams 
have kept their form at both club 
and national team level. Also, the 
production line of talent originat- 
ing from some of the best junior 
and youth academies in the world 
is enabling a carefully staged 
transition and eventual regenera- 
tion of the “La Roja” (or “La Furia 
Roja”). 

Spain is a champion team rather 
than just a team of champions, and 
there’s very little weakness in any 
aspect of their game. However, it 
is their midfield brilliance, domi- 
nance and consistency that are 
the greatest strength. Barcelona 
teammates Xavi (130 caps with 
13 goals) and Andres Iniesta (94 
appearances and 11 goals) are the 
creative engine room, comple- 
mented by the likes of Silva and 
Fabregas. 

Up front either Alvaro Negredo or 
Roberto Soldado may be preferred 
to veteran striker David Villa (56 
goals from 92 games) now with 
Atletico Madrid. Sergio Ramos 
(115 caps and 9 goals) provides the 
greatest stability at the back, while 
legendary Real Madrid team- 
mate and goalkeeper Iker Casillas 
still retains the captaincy with an 
incredible 152 caps. 

It will be interesting to see if Di- 
ego Costa (Atletico Madrid) who 
recently switched allegiance to 
Spain makes the squad even gets 
game time in the country of birth. 
He left Brasil at age 17 for a pro- 
fessional career in Portugal then 
moving soon after to Spain where 
he was subsequently granted 
citizenship. Scolari’s public state- 
ments highlighted the dismay and 
resentment that was felt in Brasil 
about Diego turning his back on 
the homeland. 

Of all the European teams at Bra- 
sil 2014, they could well be best 
placed to adapt and flourish in the 
challenging conditions of crowd 
atmosphere, climate and cultural 
environment. 

They played well at the 2013 
Confederations Cup to make 
the final, only to be surprisingly 
comfortably beaten by the hosts. 
However, history has shown this to 
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Your comments and feedback welcome via Twitter @PabloFootball 


Andres Iniesta (Spain) 


Sy 


Alexis Sanchez (Chile) 


not be a good guide to subsequent 
WC title success. At the 2009 edi- 
tion Spain were bounced out at the 
semi-final stage by the USA only 
to convincing win the WC in the 
following year. 


Confederation: 
» UEFA 
Nickname: Oranje 
Runners-up: 
» 1974, 1978, 2010 
Semi-finals: 1998 
Quarter-finals: 
1994 
Qualified: 10 times 
Most capped player: 
Edwin van der Sar (130 times) 
All-time top goalscorer: 
Robin van Persie (41 goals in 79 
games) 
FIFA ranking: 8 


Why has the Netherlands (Hol- 
land) never won a World Cup title? 
One of most popular and simplistic 
explanations has been they some- 
how lack the mentality to finish off 
the job when the pressure is really 
on. Yet there is most likely a far 
more complex set of factors at play 
since their first close miss in 1974. 
Rotten luck, questionable tactical 
approaches and one occasion 
almost scandalous officiating 
(remembering 1978) seem to have 
contributed towards thwarting 
aspirations of “Oranje” The real- 
ity is that after 1950, every WC 
winning team has been from large 
population nations rather than 

say smaller sized countries like 
Holland. 

While Holland seemingly cruised 
through to top the qualifying group 
comfortably, they will come to this 
20th edition of the world greatest 
sporting event with perhaps great 
hopes rather than any expectations 
for big success. 


Of the likely squad, key players 
include midfield general Wesley 
Sneijder (Galatasaray) with 26 
goals from 96 caps and captain 
Rafael van der Vaart (25 goals 
from 111 appearances) who plays 


he Group 


_ 


for Hamburg. Up front is Bayern’s 
Arjen Robben with 22 goals from 
73 appearances and Manchester 
United striker Robin van Persie 
(79 caps and 41 goals). Central 
defender John Heitinga from EPL 
side Everton with 87 international 
appearances and 7 goals provides 
much stability and experience, 
and will desperately be wanting 
to make amends after being red 
carded in the final at South Africa 
2010. 

Unlike their rivals, Holland could 
be challenged greatly by condi- 
tions in Brasil. Their first fixture 
against Spain is in the humidity of 
tropical Salvador. Progression or 
otherwise could well come down 
to the last game in Sao Paulo 
versus Chile. 


, \\ Confederation: 
| CONMEBOL 
j Nickname: La 
Roja (The Red 
r One) 


Qualified: 9 times 
Best ever finish: Third place 1962 
Round of 16: 1998, 2010 
Most capped player: 
Leonel Sanchez (84 games and 23 
goals) 
All-time top goalscorer: 
Marcelo Salas (37 goals from 70 
games) 
FIFA ranking: 15 


Chilean football is well and truly 
on the rise again following an 
amazing turnaround of its form 

in the South American qualifying 
group. 

The astute coaching of Marcelo 
Bielsa who led Chile to the Round 
of 16 in South Africa was a hard 
act to follow, and there had been 
widespread deep concerns that the 
national team had lost its direction 
under Claudio Borghi. His succes- 
sor, yet another Argentine in Jorge 
Sampaoli had only 10 months to 
rescue Chile’s WC qualification 
chances. By employing a similar 
football philosophy to Bielsa, this 
was achieved under Sampaoli 
with five wins from the last six 


Arjen Robben (Netherlands) 


Timmy Cahill (Australia) 


matches. 

A dominant 2-0 win over England 
at Wembley in a November 
friendly was followed by a highly 
competitive display in a 1-2 loss 
to Brasil in Toronto. Even prior to 
qualification, Chile at Septem- 
ber’s friendly held Spain to 2-2 in 
Geneva. 

Led by captain, goalkeeper and 
second most capped player (78 
appearances) Claudio Bravo of 
Real Sociedad, this Chilean squad 
is a blend of younger talent and 
experience right across the park. 
Up front they have superstar 
quality in Barcelona’s Alexis 
Sanchez (22 goals from 64 caps at 
aged only 25) complemented by 
Eduardo Vargas (11 goals and 27 
appearances). Midfield creativity 
includes Matias Fernandez (14 
goals and 59 caps) with Fiorentina 
who is a free kick specialist, and 
at the back a key influence is the 
highly versatile Gary Medel (5 
goals from 58 games) who plays 
in the EPL for Cardiff City and 
scored the winning goal against 
Ecuador in October, which secured 
qualification. 

Unlike their rivals Holland, “La 
Roja” should be suited by the con- 
ditions in Brasil. Their first fixture 
against Australia is almost a must 
win opener, or at the very least not 
lose. Progression could well come 
down to the last game in Sao Paulo 
versus the Dutch. 


Confederation: 

AFC 

Nickname: Soc- 

ceroos 

Qualified: 4 times 
Best finish: Round 


of 16 2006 

Most capped player: 

Mark Schwarzer (109 times) 

All-time top goalscorer: 

Tim Cahill (29 goals in 66 games) and 
Damian Mori (29 goals in 45 games) 
FIFA ranking: 59 


After a rollercoaster campaign 
that started in September 2011, 
the Socceroos achieved qualifi- 
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cation in the last game at home 
versus Iraq last June. It was the 
subsequent four-month period 
that provided shocks, turmoil and 
then signs of turnaround for the 
national team. 

There had been claims the squad 
was well short of the previous 
“golden generation” that excelled 
at Germany 2006, and that regen- 
eration was well overdue to fully 
integrate the likes of Oar, Rogic, 
Leckie, Davidson, Juric, Duke and 
Ryan. 

Two successive 6-0 away defeats 
by Brasil and then France led to 
sacking of coach Holger Osieck. 
Football Federation Australia 
had confidence in appointing a 
‘home grown’ coach, and Ange 
Postecoglou seemed to have quick- 
ly helped to turn a corner by 19 
November with a convincing 1-0 
win in Sydney over Costa Rica, 
ranked 31 in the world. 

Key players include veteran cre- 
ative midfielder Marco Bresciano 
(73 caps and 13 goals) although 
he still faces uncertainty with an 
appeal pending for lengthy suspen- 
sion associated with a transfer to 
Qatari club Al-Gharafa. There will 
also be great hopes that attacking 
midfielder Brett Holman (9 goals 
and 63 caps) with Al-Nasr in the 
UAE, arguably the best Australian 
player at the 2010 WC finals, 
returns to peak form for a return 
to the national squad. Up front 
there’s no disputing the star quality 
of highest goal scoring Australian 
international Tim Cahill (29 goals 
from 66 appearances) who now 
calls the New York Red Bulls 
home. 

The defence is probably the most 
vulnerable aspect, with veteran 
centre back and captain Lucas 
Neill (96 caps and one goal) 
struggling with getting regular first 
division club football. 

Defenders Ivan Franjic, Rhy Wil- 
liams and Jason Davidson will all 
have to step up to bolster the back 
four, which is long overdue for 
regeneration. The retirement of 

Socceroos legend Mark Scharwzer 
will not leave such a gap, with 
replacement options Langerak and 
Ryan both excelling with big clubs 


19 


Spain 


a 


Netherlands 
Chile 
Australia & 
FIFA WORLD CUP 


Brasil 


13 June Chile vs Australia 
in Cuiaba 


13 June Netherlands vs Spain 
in Salvador 


18 June Aust vs Netherlands 
in Porto Alegre 


18 June Spain vs Chile 
in Rio de Janeiro 


23 June Australia vs Spain 
in Curitiba 


23 June Netherlands vs Chile 
in Sao Paulo 


This is probably the most difficult 
of all eight groups to make predic- 
tions. Of the four, perhaps only our 
Socceroos are considered to be just 
a slender chance of achieving a top 
two finishing spot. 


Spain must be favoured to top the 
group, although an exciting Chilean 
side that should be suited by condi- 
tions in Brasil could well push them. 
Holland may struggle unless they 
can secure at least a point in their 
opening game, a re-match from the 
2010 final. 


Australia must produce a big upset 
result against either Chile or Holland 
and then hope to somehow hold 
out the World Champions. Is such a 
scenario possible? Well, self-belief 
must be backed up by playing smart 
and sophisticated football while 
maintaining intensity over three 
games in only 10 days and making 
the most of limited opportunities of 
goal. Although not confident, this 
is one supporter travelling to Brasil 
that will be hoping for a magical 
outcome against all the odds. After 
all, that’s so often the Aussie way! 


1. Spain 
2. Chile 
3. Holland 


4. Australia 


in Europe. 

Australia will need to ‘hit the 
ground running’ to have hope of 
causing a huge upset to progress 
from the group. They will not 
greatly disadvantage by conditions 
in Brasil, and will be relieved to 
have avoided playing in venue 
cities of the tropical north-eastern 
region or equatorial zone. Key 
players include veteran creative 
midfielder Marco Bresciano (73 
caps and 13 goals) who will be 
relieved about the appeal process 
for a FIFA suspension associated 
with the transfer to Qatari club Al- 
Gharafa, so allowing him to play 
again from April. 


Next week in GW: 
Group C in detail 
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20 Greats of Our Game 


Eusebio - From rags to global admiration 


Vale Eusebio da Silva Fe erreira (January 25th 1942 - 5th January 2014) 


Legendary Portuguese 
forward Eusebio left a 
mark on football that will 
serve as a shining example 
of professionalism mixed 
with undisputable foot- 
balling quality. 


He scored an astounding 733 
goals in 745 professional fixtures 
and was top goalscorer at the 1966 
FIFA World Cup. During his career, 
he showed true sportsmanship and 
epitomised the way the beautiful 
game should be played. 

Born on the 25th of January, 1942 
in Lourenco Marques, Mozam- 
bique - a Portugese colony. Born 
into poverty, his only real hope to 
escape this life was to get an edu- 
cation - virtually impossible at the 
time, or live out the fantasy of be- 
coming a professional footballer 
against all odds. 

As a child, he played barefoot on 
the streets and the ball was made 
out of newspaper and rolled up 
socks. 

After impressing for his local 
side, Sporting Clube de Louren¢o 
Marques, Eusebio was scouted by a 
number of clubs across Europe, in- 
cluding Italian giants Juventus, but 
his mother denied them her 15-year 
old son’s services. 

She was afraid that her son would 
not adapt to the European lifestyle 
in Lisbon coming from the harsh 
realities of life in the relatively 
small East-African city. 

However in 1960, Benfica came 
knocking she approved of the move 
but only tentatively so. 

Eusébio first made an impact in a 
friendly against Santos, Pele’s club, 
scoring a hat-trick as a substitute. 
By the end of 1962, he was a regu- 
lar in the starting line up of Benfica 
and never looked back from there. 


Eusebio Fact File 


Years Team 
1957-1960 Sporting Marques 
1960-1975 Benfica 

1975 Boston Minutemen 7 (2) 
1975 Monterrey 10 (1) 
1975-1976 Toronto Metros-Croatia 25 (18 
1976 Beira-Mar 12 (3) 
1976-1977 Las Vegas Quicksilvers 17 (2) 
1977-1978 Uniao de Tomar 12 (3) 

1978-1979 New Jersey Americans 4 (5) 


Apps (Gls) 
42 (77) 
301 (317) 


Total 430 (428) 


National team 


1961-1973 Portugal 64 (41) 


His searing pace, thunderous right 
foot and deceptive skill earned him 
the nickname “The Black Pan- 
ther”. 

He featured in a golden era of foot- 
ball. Those lucky enough to watch 
him in the 60s and 70s would’ve 
seen the Portuguese forward face- 
off against the likes of George Best, 
Gianni Rivera, Ferenc Puskas and 
Alfredo Di Stefano. Even in such 
illustrious company, Eusebio was 
arguably the finest player of his 
generation. 

The 1966 FIFA World Cup saw 
him score 9 times for the Selecao, 


Eusebio as seen at many Portugal 
and Benfica fixtures. 


and was enough to see off World 
Champions Brazil along the way. 
They were paired together in both 
sides final match of the group stage 
- with Brazil needing a victory to 
qualify for the quarter finals after 
losing to Hungary. 

This clash would showcase Euse- 
bio’s talent on the biggest stage of 
all. He dismantled Brazil, scoring 
twice in a 3-1 victory and sent the 
defending champions packing from 
the competition. 

Portugal had finished Group 3 at 
the top and would face the runner 
up of Group 4, North Korea. The 


Two of the greatest players the world has ever seen come together. Brazil’s Ss 
pele and Portugal’s Eusebio prior to a match. 


game started at a frenetic pace, 
and was met with frustration and 
thoughts of impending doom from 
a Portuguese perspective. The first 
25 minutes saw North Korea raced 
out to a 3-0 lead. 

But with a talent like Eusebio in 
your ranks, even three goals down 
is not a mountain you cannot con- 
quer. He scored four times as well 
as assisting the final goal for Au- 
gusto in a 5-3 win. 

They were then knocked out 2-1 
against an England side on home 
soil, Bobby Charlton and Eusebio 
with the goals - but as a 24 year old, 


he had officially arrived. 
Undoubtedly the best team in 
Portugal, Eusebio had a great sup- 
porting cast at Benfica too. He had 
Mario Coluna and Jose Augusto in 
midfield, with the formidable pres- 
ence of Costa Pereira as goalkeeper. 
The foundation was set for Benfica 
to dominate Europe the next decade 
and beyond that. 

After defeating Real Madrid 5-3 
in the final of 1962’s competition, 
they entered a period of frustration. 
Falling short in the final on three 
occasions to AC Milan, Inter Milan 
and Manchester United. 


Words: CHRISTOPHER HEARN 


Despite these disappointments in 
European competition, Eusebio 
was always the beacon of fair play. 
During the extra-time loss against 
Manchester United in 1968, the 
scores were locked at 1-1. Eusebio 
blasted a goalbound shot towards 
United goalkeeper Alex Stepney, 
which he saved. With the final 
whistle nearing ever closer, Step- 
ney had denied Benfica a win. 
Eusebio took a step back and al- 
lowed the goalkeeper to throw the 
ball out and applauded him. Then, 
as Stepney walked backward to his 
goal-line, Eusebio gave him the 
thumbs up. Eusebio recognised 
the qualities of his opponent in a 
show of true sportsmanship when 
it would’ve been easier to do oth- 
erwise. 

His popularity both domestically 
and abroad became such that Por- 
tuguese dictator Antonio Salazar 
passed a decree that prevented 
Eusebio from moving away from 
the country. This came after Inter 
Milan made a lucrative offer for his 
services. 

The reason that Salazar gave? Be- 
cause Eusebio was a “national trea- 
sure”. 

Such sentiment seldom exists in the 
modern game. 

Benfica’s dominance with Euse- 
bio continued until 1975 when he 
called time on his career at the Por- 
tuguese club. 

He went on to play for various 
clubs in the North American Soc- 
cer League as well as Monterrey 
in Mexico. In life after football, 
he took up an ambassadorial role 
at the Portuguese Football Federa- 
tion whilst regularly contributing to 
charities in his native Africa. They 
aim to bring football to those living 
in poverty, like he did as a boy. 

He is survived by his wife, Flora, 
two children and grandchildren. 


Ibrox disaster still haunts referee 


By Craig MacKenzie 


TRAGEDY has visited Bill An- 
derson for decades and it comes 
in different guises. On 2 January, 
1971, it appeared in the form of 
an Old Firm match that claimed 
the lives of 66 people. 

Just over nine years later it be- 
came a car crash that scarred Bill 
and wife Margaret forever. 

Now it is dementia as the Ander- 
sons spend their days in a private 
nursing home in Melbourne. 

More than four decades have passed 
since the Ibrox disaster, but the af- 
termath remains etched in the mind 
of the referee from East Kilbride. 

He walked on to the pitch that 
dank and dreary day to a roar of 
about 80,000 fans who were there 
to watch Willie Waddell’s Rangers 
meet the challenge of Jock Stein’s 
all-conquering Celtic. Anderson 
wasn’t fazed by the frenetic atmo- 
sphere. He was a tall, athletic man, 
a no-nonsense former centre half 
who, aged 40, was at the peak of 
his powers. 

His stewardship of the 1968 
Scottish Cup final between Dun- 
fermline and Hearts was already a 
career highlight but now a Glasgow 
derby was to be added to his list of 
personal triumphs. 

“It was a good game and there was 
nothing in it really, but a Jimmy 
Johnstone header put Celtic in front 
late on. But within a minute or so 
Colin Stein had levelled in injury 
time,” said Anderson. “We restarted 
for a wee while then I said ‘this’ ll 
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do me’ and I blew for time.” 

Anderson and his linesmen had 
walked off the pitch unaware of 
what was taking place at stairway 
13 on the east terrace, where a 
stumble had triggered a mass crush 
that became Scotland’s worst sport- 
ing disaster. 

“The first I knew about anything 
going wrong was in our rooms 
when they came in and asked me if 
I knew first aid. 

“T said ‘Why? Has someone col- 
lapsed?’ and they said ‘No, there’s 
some kids out here that might be 
dead.’ 

“Trushed out and they took me into 

this room and to this day I wished 
I'd never gone in there. 
“See, when I saw these kids with 
broken arms, broken legs ... holes 
in their bellies ... they'd been 
crushed ... I just felt sick, really 
sick. 

“T thought I could have helped but 
I couldn’t help. They were gone. 
They were all dead ... there was 
nothing that could be done for 
them. 

“Later that night that’s when it 
started. The press started ringing 
me to find out what was going on 
and why so many people had died. I 
couldn’t answer those questions but 
this went on for days. If it wasn’t 
the Glasgow press it was the press 
from up north. They’d even ring 
through the night. I thought they’d 
never go away.” 

They eventually did and, on 27 
January, 1971, Anderson refereed 
a disaster benefit match between 
a Scotland select and a combined 


Rangers and Celtic side which drew 
a crowd of 81,000 to Hampden. 

It was counselling of sorts — or 

the closest thing to it he would re- 
ceive. 
Although he refereed “for another 
five or six years” including a Scot- 
tish League Cup final and European 
appointments, Anderson was never 
the same. “I think I aged just going 
into that terrible room. After that it 
felt like I was just going through 
the motions as a referee.” 
When he stopped refereeing he 
remained in football for two more 
years as a scout for Dundee Unit- 
ed. 

Originally from Strathaven in 

south Lanarkshire, Anderson had 
moved a few miles up the road 
years earlier and settled in East Kil- 
bride, where Margaret gave birth to 
their son, Craig. 
Eventually, his official ties with 
football were severed and he 
concentrated on his job as a cut- 
ting tool consultant with Sandvik, 
where Margaret worked in admin- 
istration. 

The Andersons were comfort- 
able financially, happy enough in 
their three-bedroom semi-detached 
home. 

They had relatives and friends 

in Adelaide, and Craig, then 20, 
kept talking about going to see his 
cousin in the South Australian state 
capital. 

The Andersons paid their son’s air 
fare and, in October 1980, he flew 
to Australia for a holiday. Four days 
later there was a knock on the door 
at Loch Torridon, East Kilbride. 


“Tt was the police and I wondered 
what was going on. They came into 
the lounge and told us that Craig 
had been killed in a car accident in 
Adelaide. Well, Margaret just col- 
lapsed. 

“We wanted to take him back home 
initially, but then we decided that 
that wouldn’t be right. He’d wanted 
so much to go over there and see 
his cousin and our friends, so we 
held the funeral in Adelaide. 

“His cousin was driving when the 
accident happened. Craig was the 
only one killed when a bus hit his 

side of the car. He didn’t have a 
chance.” 

Almost two years later, the Ander- 
sons decided to move to Australia 
permanently and Sandvik arranged 
a job transfer for Bill. They spent a 
few weeks in Adelaide before set- 
tling in Melbourne, Victoria, where 
Bill worked until his retirement at 
age 65. 

He turns 84 in June, which is testa- 
ment to his resilience, and his love 
of football has never diminished 
despite the rigours to which it has 
subjected him. 

“T got tremendous satisfaction out 
of refereeing but not out of being a 
referee because that meant people 
were always shouting at you. 

“But if a game was going off well it 
was a great feeling, it really was. I 
still follow football back home. I’m 
a Hamilton Accies man myself.” 

He speaks of the “very positive” 
effect of the Old Firm on the Scot- 
tish game, reasoning that both 
Celtic and Rangers continue to 
give young players something to 


Bill Anderson today, and as a Class 
1 FIFA referee. 


aspire to. 

But surely it has taken more than 
football to cope with the trauma he 
has been forced to endure. 

“Aye, there is something else,” he 
says with a nod toward his wheel- 
chair-bound wife. 

Margaret looks at him with a smile 
that almost dwarfs her diminutive 
frame. 

He counts himself lucky that she 
has been smiling in his direction for 
more than 60 years. 


Admitted to SFA List: 1960-61 


\Promoted to Class 1: 1965-66 


No. of seasons at Class 1: 
16 (1965-66 to 1980-81) 

No. of seasons as FIFA Referee: 

4 (1968-69 to 1970-71 and 1977-78) 
Over 9 international appointments 
Notable appointments: 

1968-69 

FIFA World Cup Qualifying match 
Bulgaria v Netherlands 

1969-70 

European Cup Winners’ Cup FC 
Magdeburg v MTK Budapest 

1977-78 

International Match Iceland v Sweden 
European Cup Lillestrom v AFC Ajax 

1 Scottish Cup Final 

1967-68 Dunfermline Athletic v Heart of 
Midlothian 

1 Scottish League Cup Final 

1975-76 Rangers v Celtic 


English Premier League 


Man United 
Out Of FA Cup 


It wasn’t an upset of usual FA 
Cup proportions, but it was still 
an upset that many probably 
didn’t see coming. Swansea’s 2-1 
win over Manchester United put 
the Premier League champions 
out of England’s oldest football 
competition. 

It was the Welsh side that broke 
the drought when Wayne Routledge 
opened the goal scoring twelve 
minutes into the game. The lead 
though didn’t last long with Javier 
Hernandez getting in the equaliser. 
In the second half, United pressed 
forward as hard it could, but found 
itself reduced to ten men, when ten 
minutes from time, Fabio was sent- 
off for a dangerous tackle with a 
straight red. 

The game looked to be heading for 
a replay when Wilfred Bony rose 
highest in the 90th minute to score 
the winner. The loss condemned 
United to its second successive loss 
at home and its sixth loss at home 
so far this season. 

Returning midfielder Darren 
Fletcher was honest in his assess- 
ment of the team bundling out of 
the cup. 

“Tt’s a massive blow. Let’s not kid 
ourselves here, this is a really bad 
result, and there are a lot of angry, 
hurt players,” he said. “And we feel 
we have let the manager and the 
fans and everyone down today by 
losing.” 

Under fire manager David Moyes, 
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Manchester United boss David Moyes is having a devil of a time at Old 


Trafford. 


ENGLAND EPL oP 


PMY Io) tk iF AN Clo) frais 


1 Arsenal 1a (. Ss: C3) 
2Manchester City 20 14 2 4 57 23 
3 Chelsea 20) 13453) 38719) 
4 Liverpool Al) 2 Gy ty LG) 
5 Everton Oi & 2 SB ae 
6 Tottenham Hotspur 20 11 4 5 24 25 
7 Manchester United 20 10 4 6 33 24 
8 Newcastle United 20 10 3 7 29 25 
9 Southampton A tf if Aa} 
10 Hull City ADH  B BA Bs 
11 Aston Villa Ow 6 8 aA a 
12 Stoke City iy fF 8 WW sy 
13SwanseaCity 205 6 9 2 28 
14WestBromwich...20 4 9 7 23 27 
15 Norwich City AD 1 WO a ge) 
16 Fulham Ad TH a) B) 2il 2B 
17 Cardiff City AD @ WO) abs sp 
18CrystalPalace 20 5 2 13 13 29 
19WestHam United 20 3 6 11 19 30 
20 Sunderland ADS 1 WP as se) 
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The World Game 


Latest Results Next Match 


Swansea City 2 - 3 Man City 


21 


Hull City v Chelsea 


Lastogames = Arsenal 2- 0 Cardiff City Cardiff City v West Ham 
Most recent first . 3 i 

421 45 WWWDL Crystal Palace 4 - 1 Norwich Everton v Norwich City 
+34 44 WWWWW Fulham 2 - 1 West Ham Fulham v Sunderland 
+19 43° WWWDW Liverpool 2 - 0 Hull City Southampton v WBA 
= : ee Southampton0-3Chelsea Tottenham v Crystal Palace 
4 37: WWDWL Stoke City 1 - 1 Everton Man Utd v Swansea City 
+9 34 LWWWW Sunderland 0 - 4 Aston Villa Newcastle Utd v Man City 
e ie LL e ee WBA 1 - 0 Newcastle Utd Stoke City v Liverpool 
i LL ; 
BFA (LVL Man Utd 1 - 2 Tottenham Aston Villa v Arsenal 
6 23 WDLLL 
11 22 DLLWD - 
2 2 LDLLD One To Watch This Weekend... 
-4 21 WDDDL 
16 20 DLLDD Manchester City travel to St James Park, but will the 
“21 19 WLWLL Magpies be able to stop the City juggernaut? 
17 18 LDLLW op P ity dusgemen 
16 17 DLWLL 
1 15 LDLLD 
18 14 LDWDD 


told it straight, saying that despite 
the absent of keys player — Wayne 
Rooney and Robin Van Persie — 
there were no excuses for the loss. 
“Tt shouldn’t be that [being too re- 
liant on Rooney and Van Persie]. 
We put out a really strong team, ev- 
eryone is getting an opportunity to 
show what they can do and, hope- 
fully, then I will make the decisions 
from that. 
“No excuse — just about every play- 
er we had out was an international. 
Maybe Alex Buttner wasn’t, but the 
others are internationals.” 
Swansea boss Michael Laudrup 
was proud of his side’s achieve- 
ments, after seven straight games 
without a win. 

“T think it’s a great day for the play- 
ers and for the fans as well.” 
“When you win at certain grounds, 
it is something very special for 
people who have only watched the 
Premier League for the last two and 
a half years. 
“Tf you play Man United ten times 
away, maybe you win one or two, 
but the rest you draw or lose, which 
is normal. 

“The reason why some stadiums 
like Old Trafford are special is be- 
cause of the history of the club, not 


because of what happened in the . 
last one or two seasons. To come | bundling out of the competition is 


here and win is always going to be | 


something special. 


“For us to beat them, you still 


have to deliver a very good perfor- : 
» Boas. In six games as boss, Sher- 


It wasn’t the only surprise of anac- | Wood has produced three wins, in- 


tion-packed FA Cup weekend. Not- | 
thingham Forest put West Ham boss : 
Sam Allardyce under more pressure - 


with an impressive 5-0 win over the | 
» cal changes from a counter-attack- 


mance.” 


Hammers. 


Asked if the result could mean the : 


end of his reign at West Ham, ‘Big : 
» to win, going for the attack instead 


Sam’ was straight to the point. 


“There might be, who knows? It’s | 
their decision, not mine,” said Al- : 
© attack. 


lardyce. 


“Tm not saying it won’t happen un- : 
less I start to get results. I have got | 
: striker fellow out with Villas-Boas 


to get results, I know that.” 


Manchester United rivals, City also : 
faced a tough day in the office, be- : 
ing held to a 1-1 draw with Black- : 
burn, which will force a replay at | to arch-rivals Arsenal 2-0 at Emir- 
: ates Stadium to drop out of the 
: FA Cup. One of the reasons for its 


: change in form, 


Etihad Stadium in two weeks.. 


EPL Preview 


The Premier League is back this : |... . : 
., : Criticism raised at Sherwood over 

week after the FA Cup Third : his insi : 
» his insistence at using the forma- 

Round last weekend. One team ° .. : : 
- tion, something he denied. 


looking to bounce back from 


Tottenham Hotspurs. 

Spurs are now under new manage- 
ment with Tim Sherwood replacing 
the now departure Andre Villas- 


cluding a memorable 2-1 win over 
Manchester United at Old Trafford. 
One of the reasons for its change in 
form has been the Sherwood’s tacti- 


ing 4-2-3-1 to an aggressive 4-2-2. 
Sherwood’s Tottenham now play 


of letting the opposition control the 
game and bounce on the counter- 


He has also reintroduced Emmanu- 
el Adebayor to the line-up after the 


and the striker has already scored 


twice in four games. 
But the hot streak fell flat as it lost 


The lost to Arsenal though, saw 


“T didn’t see us playing 4-4-2,” the 
Spurs boss said. 

“We just had 11 numbers on the 
field and tried to rotate and fill up 
every area of the field. I don’t know 
what you are saying about 4-4-2. 

“We played with two recognised 
strikers, but (Emmanuel) Adebayor 
dropped deep into that area and 
picked up the ball. 

“Our wide players funnelled in. 
I don’t think we were ever two 
players in midfield. When the ball 
was on the right, Christian Eriksen 
tucked across into the middle.” 
Sherwood though has insisted that 
he will stick with the formation, 
saying that Manchester United’s 
unprecedented success over the last 
decade. 

“Manchester United have been 

playing your 4-4-2 and won every- 
thing for the last 10 years.” 
It seems unlikely that Sherwood 
would change his structure this 
earlier into his reign, as the team 
needs stabilisation to help it bring 
success. 

He will get more time with his play- 
ers after six games in 17 days and 
has welcomed the breather, as Tony 
Pulis’ rising Crystal Palace play at 
White Hart Lane this weekend. 


“Until the Europa League starts 
again at the end of February, it is 
week-to-week which is better be- 
cause you can get out there on the 
training pitch,” he said. 

“T have had a lot to say to the 
boys but you can only get so much 
across. 

“Football is not won or lost on a 
TV screen or a board - it is about 
getting on the grass and showing 
them what you actually mean. 

“Putting them into the areas you 
want them to be.” 

Palace will prove to be a tough 
task, since the arrival of Pulis. 
Crystal has climbed out of the rel- 
egation zone and even made it to 
the next round of the FA Cup, after 
its comfortable 2-0 win over West 
Bromwich. 

In other Premier League games, 
Manchester United will be looking 
for revenge when it hosts Swansea 
City again, after the Welsh side 
knocked them out of the FA Cup. 
Hull City also host high-flying 
Chelsea, while Arsenal will be 
looking to extend its lead at the top 
when it visits Aston Villa . 


Follow Andrew on Twitter 
@_andrewbishara 


McClaren on Derby Co 


London 


| Eye 
Robert Davis 


‘The Wally With A Brol- 
ly’. One of the more de- 
meaning nicknames the 
British press have given to 
an England manager over 


the years. 

But failing to guide the national 
side to their first major tournament 
since 1994 and putting on a pho- 
ney Dutch accent in a television 
interview was always going to be 
hard to bounce back from. Some 
might say that spending £1million 
on Ishmael Miller would stop any 
chairman from even considering 
you for a position of any impor- 
tance at their football club. But 
everyone loves a comeback story 
and Steve McClaren, along with 
Derby County, might just see quite 
a few people eat a whole plate of 
humble pie. 

Let’s not underestimate the ridicu- 
lous, roller-coaster ride of a career 
that McClaren has had. In his first 
managerial job at Middlesborough, 
he won the club their first piece of 
major silverware and then guided 
them to the final of the UEFA Cup 
in Boro’s first involvement in a 
European competition. He then be- 
came manager of England in what 
is described as the national side’s 
worst period of football in modern 
history, thus resulting in failing to 
qualify for the European Champi- 
onships in 2008. He then went to 
FC Twente over in Holland and 
won the Eredivisie title for the first 
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time in their history in just his sec- 
ond season in charge. 

After winning the Dutch league, 
he didn’t even last the season in his 
new job at Wolfsburg in Germany 
before heading back to England 
with Championship underachiev- 
ers Nottingham Forest. He resigned 
after just ten games at the City 
Ground after a horrendous start 
to the campaign and constant dis- 
agreement with the board and made 
his way back to the only place he 
was welcome, Twente. His glorious 
return to the Dutch club didn’t go 
quite as planned and he resigned 
after just one year in charge. Which 
leads us to the present day, in 
charge of a resurgent Derby after 
a brief spell coaching with Queens 


Park Rangers towards the end of 
last season. 


The Rams form under McClaren 
has been impressive and the man 
who is ridiculed across the major- 
ity of his native country may have 
just found his feet again. 

It was a big decision bringing in 
the former assistant to Sir Alex 
Ferguson, but the early signs are 
promising. This wasn’t the only 
risk County took in hiring a new 
man to take the helm though after 
parting ways with Nigel Clough af- 
ter three and a half years, a length 
of tenure that’s rarely seen amongst 
the second tier in modern times. 
Derby were stuck in a world of me- 
diocrity under Clough and play-off 


hopes soon turned into mid-table 
obscurity. On the other hand, the 
former Burton Albion manager sta- 
bilised a club that had just been rel- 
egated from the Premier League on 
a record low amount of points (11 
for those interested). They flirted 
with the bottom three a few times 
but more importantly, Clough kept 
them up and kept afloat a team that 
could have gone the way of many 
into League One. 

Now under McClaren though, 
Derby find themselves firmly in the 
battle for a play-off spot after just 
two defeats in fifteen games since 
the former England manager took 
charge. A continued run of form 
would see them battle for the au- 
tomatic spots along with the big- 


spending teams in the league. But 
what has changed so drastically 
since Clough’s departure? 

There’s no doubt that Clough put 
together a decent Championship 
side that should have been capable 
of sustaining a promotion push, 
but naivety combined with a lack 
of experience cost him games that 
should have been seen out. Mc- 
Claren has inherited a side that 
suits his possession based style of 
football well. 

Youngster Will Hughes is an obvi- 
ous talent in midfield and a future 
England international in the mak- 
ing. Much like many young British 
players coming through the acad- 
emies, the 18-year-old is slight but 
technically gifted and looks com- 


meback Trail 


fortable with the ball at his feet. 
But it’s his midfield partner Craig 
Bryson that has taken the plaudits 
so far this term with countless 
match winning displays. Seven as- 
sists combined with eleven goals 
contribute to his best season so far 
in a Derby shirt since his arrival in 
2011. 
In the striking department, County 
have a rejuvenated forward in 
Chris Martin after years of off-field 
problems and indifferent displays 
at numerous clubs. Essentially, all 
Martin needed was to feel wanted 
by a club. Constantly shifted out 
on loan by Norwich City as the 
Canaries climbed from League 
One to the Premier League, the 25- 
year-old was never able to settle. 
Derby took a chance and signed 
him on a free-transfer, despite only 
showing glimpses of quality in his 
loan spell at Pride Park during the 
second half of last season. Since 
then, he has proven what an asset 
he can be at Championship level. 
Scoring twelve goals already this 
term, Martin can fit into almost any 
system given the type of player he 
is. He has the quality to play off 
the striker in the number ten role as 
well as cause enough problems if 
asked to play further up the pitch. 
Derby have scored 34 goals in 
just 15 games under McClaren’s 
leadership so far and a first defeat 
in ten games in their last league 
outing against Wigan Athletic 
shouldn’t stop the in-form team 
of the Championship. A team of 
Derby’s stature should be plying 
their trade in the top tier of English 
football. McClaren might just be 
the man to take them back there. 


Action r 


LEAGUE Z , Z 
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The National Youth League re- 
turned to action for the first time 
in 2014 and there were goals 
galore in the five fixtures played 
over the weekend. 

Adelaide United hosted the first 
game of the round at Thebarton 
Oval, with the Reds losing 3-5 to 
the AIS. 

The home side led 3-2 at half time 
thanks to goals from Nathan Kon- 
standopoulos, Bruce Kamau and 
an own goal by Anthony Gersbach, 
but they failed to withhold a deter- 
mined AIS outfit after the break. 

Mark Marino, Mark Ochieng 
and Bai Antoniou added to Dylan 
Smith’s impressive first half brace 
to give the institute side maximum 
points from the game. 

It was a setback for the Reds, who 
lost third place to Melbourne Vic- 
tory following their impressive 5-2 
win over Brisbane Roar at Lake- 
side Stadium. 

Brisbane went ahead thanks to an 
own goal by Dylan Murnane, but 
Andrew Nabbout had an impres- 
sive outing, grabbing a hat trick 
with Victory’s first two and last 
goal of the day. 

Victory thoroughly dominated the 
contest after equalising, with An- 
thony Proia and Francesco Stella 
taking the lead to 4-1 before Samed 
Altundag profited from a calami- 
tous error by Lawrence Thomas to 
claim a late consolation. 

It was sweet revenge for the home 


esumes in NYL as SFC on Clou 


side, avenging their senior side’s 
comprehensive loss to Brisbane the 
night before. 

Their city rivals Melbourne Heart 
also recorded a victory of their 
own away in Tuggerah, beating the 
Central Coast Mariners 2-0. 

Ben Garuccio and Marcus Schroen 
scored in the first half to help Heart 
to a comfortable win, though 
Marko Stevanja had to be alert to a 
few Mariners free kick attempts. 

In the end the home side couldn’t 
conjure up a goal and remain win- 
less all season, and stuck to the foot 
of the ladder. 

Things were not much better for 
Perth Glory, who continued their 
knack of conceding goals by letting 
in nine from Sydney FC. 

The league leaders were merciless, 
netting five times in the first half 


Adelaide United were too good against the AIS, as this specatucalr goal added to the 3-0 scoreline. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


thanks to Anthony Tomelic, Alec 
Urosevski, Terry McFlynn and 
Mitch Mallia who scored a brace. 
Sydney FC were playing some 
wonderful attacking football and 

Perth could not stop them. 

Blake Powell came on at half time 
and scored four goals of his own, 
but it was actually Perth who made 
the headlines for their consolation 
goals. 

Jacob Collard sensationally caught 
Sydney’s custodian Luke Babic off 
his line from a kickoff following 
Powell’s third, sending a 50 metre 
strike over his head and into the 
goal. 

Josh Risdon also scored a 20 yard 
strike to ensure the visitors at least 
had something to celebrate, but 
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Sydney FC came out 9-2 winners, 
keeping up their winning run. 

Trying to chase the Sky Blues is 
the Newcastle Jets, who beat West- 
ern Sydney Wanderers 4-3 at Wan- 
derers Oval. 

Newcastle led one nil at the break 
thanks to Radovan Pavicevic, but 
the game really came alive after the 
72nd minute. 

Mitchell Oxborrow open the flood- 
gates when his free kick sailed past 
everyone into the back of the net 
before Kale Bradbery notched his 
first goal of the day five minutes 
later to give the Jets a 3-0 lead. 

Wanderers pulled one back 
through Nicholas Olsen but Brad- 
bery notched his second to restore 
the Jets lead. 
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NYL Standings 


PWDLFADP 
1 Sydney FC 1090 1 36 14 22 27 
2 Newcastle Jets 106222616 1020 
3 Melbourne Victory 1061330 18 12 19 


4 Adelaide United 105232219317 
5AIS 10 42 4 25 28 -3 14 
6 Wanderers FC 10415 19 18 1 13 


1034 321 28 -4 13 
10325 12 19-7 11 
10 208 18 38 -206 
100289 23-142 


7 Brisbane Roar 

8 Melbourne Heart 
9 Perth Glory 

10 CC Mariners 


The visitors kept pushing however 
and scored a good goal through 
Jake McGing, before Sean Symons 
scored in stoppage time to make 
the final moments nervy for New- 
castle. 

It proved to be the end of the ac- 
tion though, a fitting way to end a 
barnstorming week of youth league 
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Results 


Newcastle Jets 4(Pavicevic 32, Oxbor- 
row 72, Bradbery 76, 86) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 3 (Olsen 
77, McGing 90, Symons 90+2) 


Melbourne Victory 5 (Nabbout 29, 65, 
90+1, Proia 67, Stella 70) 

Brisbane Roar Youth 2 (Murnane 0G 18, 
Altundag 87) 


Sydney FC 9 (Anthony Tomelic 14, Alex 
Urosevski 27, Mitch Mallia 27, 29, Terry 
McFlynn 42, Blake Powell 57, 62, 68, 72) 
Perth Glory 2 (Jacob Collard 68, Josh 
Risdon 86) 


Melbourne Heart Youth: 2 (Garrucio 13, 
Schroen 38) 
Central Coast Mariners Youth: 0 


Adelaide United 3 (Konstandopoulos 21, 
Kamau 23, Gersbach 450g) 

AIS 5 (Smith 14, 38, Marino 48, Ochieng 
51, Antoniou 85) 


Next Round 


Saturday, 11 January 2014 
AIS v Central Coast Mariners 
AIS Grass 2 
KO 3:00PM 


Saturday, 11 January 2014 
Newcastle Jets v Sydney FC 
Wanderers Oval 
KO TBC 


Sunday, 12 January 2014 
Wanderers v Perth Glory 
Cook Park, St Marys 
KO 10:30AM 


Sunday, 12 January 2014 
Brisbane Roar v Adelaide United 
Goodwin Park 
KO 11:30 AM 


Sunday, 12 January 2014 
Melbourne Heart v Melbourne 
Victory 
Epping Soccer Stadium 
KO 3:00PM 


football where an incredible 35 
goals were scored in the five games 
played. 


We’re where 


By Shaun Moran 


Melbourne Victory’s 
season has come along in 
leaps and bounds since its 
Round 1 defeat to Sydney 
FC, which now seems 
nothing less than a distant 


memory. 

A toiling win against the in-form 
Western Sydney Wanderers at 
AAMI Park in Round 7 typified 
their season to date, as their perse- 
verance eventually saw them put 
the game to bed and prolong their 
winning stint. 

The top-of-the-table Victory net- 
ted two second half goals to ensure 
that they retained their spot at the 
head of the standings, after nego- 
tiating a tricky Wanderer’s outfit 
who at times made life difficult for 
the Victorians. 

This delighted their boss David 
Edmondson, who has seen his side 
stand up to mark when tested in 
recent weeks. 

“The reality today is that it was 

a real team performance,” he told 
reporters in Melbourne. 
“Obviously it was a tough game, 
the first game back after the break 
and they’ve [Western Sydney 
Wanderers] been on a good run 
and started to get their squad back 
from injury so it was very pleasing 
to get the win.” 

The performances of Jessica 
Humble and skipper Stephanie 
Catley continue to be invaluable, 
according to Edmondson, who has 
lauded their ability to get up and 
down the park and assist in the 
attacking third. 

“It’s difficult to look past the two 
full backs,” he said. 

“Their work rate is phenomenal to 
be honest. Even at the 90th minute, 


Steph’s [Catley] still overlap- 
ping and Jess [Humble] is getting 
forward and so at both ends of the 
pitch, they’re doing fantastic work 
for us.” 

Youngster Beatrice Goad returned 
to the side following a period on 
the sidelines and repaid the faith 
shown in her by her coach by com- 
ing on and scoring the definitive 
second goal. 

Edmondson believes that the 
16-year-old will only continue to 
flourish in her current environ- 
ment. 

“You see young Beattie Goad 
come on and get a goal for us 
which took a little bit of steam out 
of them,” he continued. 

“She’s been fantastic in training. 
She’s one of those players who 
learns so quickly and I think she 
has really benefited from being 
around the Jess Fishlocks, Jess 
Samuelsson. She’s right up there 
and gives us options.” 

The current run has further fuelled 
confidence in his charges that 
they can continue to improve and 
surpass the form that they are cur- 
rently exemplifying. 

“We’re where we want to be, 
we're top of the table,” he said. 
“Tf we forget the first week, we’re 


we want to be - Edmondso 


unbeaten. Every game now we’re 
trying to win and we’re doing that. 
“We probably played a bit better 
than we did against Adelaide a 
couple of weeks ago so we’re 
going in the right direction. Next 
week will be another test. If we 
keep matching those tests, we’ ll be 
alright.” 

With many stern tests ahead in the 
back half of the season, Edmond- 
son is relishing the prospect of 
facing these teams, which he con- 
siders will hold his side in good 
stead in the run in to the finals. 
“Td rather be playing tough games 
at the moment,” he asserted. 

“Tf it’s going to take us into the 
finals, we want tough games lead- 
ing into the finals as opposed to 

a few easy games which can give 
you a wrong impression of where 
you really are. 

“We’ll deal with what we’ve got 
each week. If they’re tough games 
- great. And if we keep winning - 
even better.” 

The Victory now looks forward to 
its match against third placed Can- 
berra United at Lakeside Stadium 
on Sunday afternoon. 


Follow Shaun on Twitter @ 
MoranShaun 


Young Omar Shines 


By Roy Skillen 


I am sure that the name 
Omar Ammache is not 
one that most Socceroo 
fans will currently be 
aware of. However, as the 
nation struggles with the 
fact the golden genera- 
tion of Kewell, Neill and 
Viduka is well and truly 
dead they could be over- 


: looking the fact that the 


country’s state leagues are 
packed with potential that 
simply needs nurturing 


; and guidance. 


Ammache has already made his 
own little slice of football history 
after he was selected to join the 
U13 squad of Brazilian club, 


: Atletico Mineiro, in 2009 when he 


was just 11 years old. Many Aussie 
kids leave these shores to promise 
of a bright and prosperous future 


: in Europe, but not many are per- 


sonally invited to the nation that 
is credited with taking the game 
to next level. People questioned 
his selection at the time wonder- 
ing whether there were Brazilian 
prospects that posessed more of a 
gift. Nevertheless, sometimes there 
is more to football than raw talent. 
“This is a true story,” remembers 
one of Omar’s friends 

“T was at the Brazilian trip in 
2009 when Atletico Mineiro 
showed interest in Omar then 

13 years old. While living at the 
clubs accommodation, We asked 
the club’s academy director at the 
time, ‘Why Omar? This is Brazl 
surely there are lot better players 


than him here. So why him?’ His 
response was, “True, but when the 
coach likes you, the cook likes 
you, the bus driver likes and the 
cleaners like you....you must have 
something special about you’... 
and that’s Omar... wish him all 
the best cause he is a special Kid 
with a great future” 

Even the clubs coaches were 
impressed with the young Aussie’s 
application and determination to 
succeed. 

“Omar is really performing 
well, his attitude to training is 
fantastic,” said Atletico Mineiro’s 
International Affairs spokesman, 
Gustavo Cupertino when asked 
about the clubs new signing. 

At Mineiro trial around 100 new 
prospects a month and select 30 
to continue training with the club, 
but rather than just being there to 
make up the numbers Ammache 
was instantly selected in the start- 
ing eleven where he was tested 
by the coaches in almost every 
position. 

“He’s played games and scored 
goals, and they’ve played him 
everywhere on the field from 
right halfback to striker and he 
performed really very well,” said 
Omar’s father during their time in 


South America. 

Despite all of the positive reports 
Mineiro decided not to keep Omar 
Ammache on the books. 

“Atletico (Mineiro) is a profes- 
sional club like any other around 
the world, players are brought into 
the club and released all the time 
in order to benefit the club,” said 
Cupertino. 

A move to England followed 
where the youngster trained with 
Manchester City, Stoke City and 
Reading before heading home 
to Australia to decide where his 
future lay. 

It was here that the 16-year- 
old Omar took up training with 
Victorian Premier League team, 
Oakleigh Cannons, where he is 
now under the tutor ledge of the 
famed coach, Miron Blieberg. 
“Omar has more than 50% of 
what is needed to make it as a pro- 
fessional footballer,” said Miron. 
“He has a very high skill level and 
great pace.” 

The former Gold Coast Utd coach 
even gave Omar his first step up 
in to the senior squad and the big 
time by throwing him on as a late 
substitute against Melbourne Heart 
and Harry Kewell. 

Despite the positives there is still 
plenty for the youngster to work 
on with his general game intel- 
ligence being called in to question, 
but barely being old enough to 
shave means Omar still has plenty 
of time on his side. 

So will we see Omar in the A- 
League any time soon? 

“Some players get game intel- 
ligence at 16 some 18 or 21 some 
never we will just have to wait and 
see,” said Oakleigh coach Miron 
Bleiberg. 

“He has the ingredients speed, 
and skill. Football intelligence and 
physique you can’t buy. If his will 
acquire this and his body will hold 
then yes!” 

And who can seriously argue with 
Miron? 
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Victory still in the clear as Roar & SFC record big wins 


By Katie Lambeski 


In what was the opening game 
on Saturday, Brisbane, having 
needed to win this week, did so 
in style with a 6-2 result over 
Newcastle Jets at the Wanderers 
Oval. Goals from Emily Gielnik, 
Claire Polkinghorne, Tameka 
Butt, Vedrana Popovic and Hay- 
ley Raso took the Roar to a big 
win, although a penalty from 
Tara Andrews and Rahli Dob- 
son nabbed the Jets consolation 
goals late in the second half. A 
fast start from the Roar ensured 
Newcastle never had a chance, as 
they would lead 3-0 inside half- 
an-hour. 

Newcastle have been aiming to 
punch above their weight class this 
season, but have continually fell 
short despite best efforts. They had 
some moments late in both halves 
though, getting on the scoresheet 
and able to use the ball when they 
had it. The Jets did finish better 
than their visitors for most part, 
until speedy Roar sub Hayley Raso 
beat the Newcastle defence to en- 
sure her side had the final say on 
the match despite a less-than-stel- 
lar final twenty minutes. 

Following up in a curtain raiser 
at AAMI Park, Melbourne Victory 
extended their unbeaten run to six 
games via a win over the improv- 
ing Western Sydney Wanderers, 
goals from Caitlin Friend and Be- 
attie Goad leading the charge in 
a 2-0 win. Whilst having had to 
tough it out over a dogged Wander- 
ers side, Victory did enough, with 
a new club record set on the way 
as Friend became Victory’s high- 
est ever goals-corer. Well and truly 
putting their opening round night- 
mare away, Melbourne are looking 
extremely well placed to be there 
when the W-League reaches its 
business end. 

Victory seem to be building up 
over the season, coach David Ed- 
mondson would have been pleased 
at his side’s ability to deny the 
Wanderers and hit back going for- 
ward. The Wanderers had the early 
running, but as Victory warmed up, 


; 


Melbourne Victory celebrate after Beatrice Goad scored in the 2-0 win over the Wanderers. 


Photo: ANITA MILAS 


they began to create over the first 
half but let chances go begging. 
Friend scored just after the restart, 
while Victorian youngster Beattie 
Goad showed why she was plucked 
into the squad with a delightful fin- 
ish to seal the points for Victory. 


Sydney FC announced themselves 
as favorites to go back-to-back as 
they demolished Perth Glory 8-2 
on Sunday afternoon. A ruthless 
Sydney FC weren’t in any mood 
to give their visitors an inch, any 
hope the Glory would get was 
quickly snuffed out by a team that 
has blended organised and dogged 
defense with nimble wingers and a 
hungry striker in Jodie Taylor (who 
scored a goal and created chances 
with several assists). 

Glory had a sniff just five minutes 
before half-time, only for Sydney 
to stamp themselves on the match 
SOS RAR ABE: 


to nab two quick goals through 
Taylor and Emma Kete, adding to 
Leena Khamis’ and Caitlin Foord’s 
first-half goals. Kate Gill’s return 
was a positive for the Glory, as she 
immediately got on the scoresheet 
at the 29th minute. Marianna Ta- 
bain’s long range pearler just after 
half-time pegged Sydney FC back 
to make the score 4-2, but the goal 
looked as if it only sprung the home 
side into action. Continually domi- 
nating possession during the match, 
Sydney made full use to add another 
three goals, two coming just before 
the final whistle as Chloe Logarzo 
and Caitlin Foord (completing her 
hat-trick) added the proverbial ic- 
ing on the cake. 


Adelaide United stunned Can- 
berra United at a windswept and 
rainy Burton Park, recording their 
third win of the season with a 2-0 


Sydney FC lap up the spoils of their 8-2 demolition of Perth Glory. Photo: PETER MCALPINE 


_ 


victory. Goals in quick succes- 
sion from Lisa-Marie Woods and 
Racheal Quigley earned the Lady 
Reds a hard-fought win in tough 
conditions. A classy finish just ten 
minutes into the match from Woods 
had the Reds flying, with Quigley’s 
penalty three minutes after had the 
home side in the box seat. 

A constant feature of this season’s 
Adelaide is their unnerving abil- 
ity to stay in their structure and 
remaining hard to play against, as 
they adapted to conditions well and 
ensured Canberra stars in Michelle 
Hayman, Stephanie Ochs and Lori 
Lindsey were left blunted when it 
came to the final third. It did help to 
have youth playing their part as Jess 
Waterhouse and Monique Ianella 
(both seventeen) looked more than 
capable. Canberra appeared to not 
have any answers and will need to 
improve on this performance. 
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Standings 
PWDLFADP 
1 Melbourne Victory 7511 16 7 9 16 
2 Brisbane Roar 74121587 13 


3 Canberra United 6 402 1037 12 
4 Sydney FC 5320195 14 11 
5 Adelaide United 7313761 10 
6 Wanderers 621389-17 
7 Perth Glory 7205921 -126 


8 Newcastle Jets 70075 30 -250 


Next Round 


Sat 11 Jan KO 2:30pm 
Adelaide United Vs Wanderers 
Burton Park 


Sat 11 Jan KO 3:00pm 
Newcastle Jets Vs Sydney FC 
Wanderers Oval 


Sun 12 Jan KO 3:00pm 
Brisbane Roar Vs Perth Glory 
AJ Kelly Fields 


Sun 12 Jan KO 3:00pm 


Melbourne Victory Vs Canberra Utd 
Lakeside Stadium 
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Jess Fishlock and Lisa De Vanna are all smiles. 
Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Round 7 Review 


Newcastle Jets 2 (Tara Andrews 74’ Pen, 
Rhali Dobson 76’) 

Brisbane Roar 6 (Vedrana Popovic 17’, Em- 
ily Gielnik 19’, 32’, Tameka Butt 51’, Clare 
Polkinghorne 62’ Pen, Hayley Raso 91’) 
Saturday 4 January 2014 

Wanderers Oval, Newcastle 

Referee: Kelly Jones 


Newcastle Jets: Claire Coelho, Hannah 
Brewer, Stacey Day (Sophie Nenadovic 46’), 
Siahn Bozanic (Ciara Mccormick 46’), Ash- 
ley Spina, Gema Simon, Tara Andrews, Rhali 
Dobson, Hannah Beard, Jasmin Courteney 
(Cassidy Davis 81’), Lauren Brown 
Substitutes — Eliza Campbell (Gk) 
Cautions — Sophie Nenadovic 60’ 


Brisbane Roar: Kate Stewart (Gk), Laura 
Alleway, Clare Polkinghorne, Brooke Spen- 
ce, Kim Carroll, Elise Kellond-Knight, Ka- 
trina Gorry (Larissa Crummer 71’), Vedrana 
Popovic, Tameka Butt, Natasha Wheeler 
(Hayley Raso 54’), Emily Gielnik (Joanne 
Burgess 46’) 

Substitutes — Nadine Angerer (Gk) 
Cautions — None 


Melbourne Victory 2 (Caitlin Friend 47’, 
Beatrice Goad 77’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 0 

Saturday 4 January 2014 

Aami Park, Melbourne 

Referee: Rebecca Durcau 


Melbourne Victory: Brianna Davey (Gk), 
Jessica Humble, Katie Hoyle, Stephanie 
Catley, Caitlin Friend (Beatrice Goad 71’), 
Jessica Fishlock, Lisa De Vanna, Jessica 
Samuelsson, Enza Barilla, Emma Checker, 
Gulcan Koca (Cindy Lay 88’) 

Substitutes —- Cassandra Dimovski (Gk), 
Laura Spiranovic 

Cautions — None 


Western Sydney Wanderers: Dimi Pou- 
los (Gk), Caitlin Cooper, Shawna Gordon, 
Camille Levin, Emily Van Egmond, Heather 
Garriock (Michelle Carney 84’), Jenna King- 
sley (Jessica Seaman 74’), Catherine Can- 
nuli, TeigEn Allen, Alanna Kennedy, Linda 
O'neill (Helen Petinos 41’) 

Substitutes — Mackenzie Arnold (Gk) 
Cautions - Teigen Allen 35’, Catherine 
Cannuli 68’ 


Sydney FC 8 (Caitlin Foord 13’, 64’, 91’, 
Leena Khamis 37’, Jodie Taylor 42’, Emma 
Kete 45+1’, Nicola Bolger 85’, Chloe Loga- 
1z0 90’) 

Perth Glory 2 (Kate Gill 30’, Marianna Ta- 
bain 48’) 

Sunday 5 January 2014 

Win Jubilee (Kogarah), Sydney 

Referee: Lara Smith 


Sydney FC: Casey Dumont (Gk), Teresa 
Polias, Alesha Clifford (Danielle Brogan 66’), 
Liz Ralston, Nicola BoLger, Amy Harrison, 
Caitlin Foord, Renee Rollason, Jodie Taylor 
(Chloe Logarzo 81’), Emma Kete, Leena 
Khamis (Natalie Tobin 74’) 

Substitutes — Sham Khamis (Gk) 

Cautions — Renee Rollason 64’ 


Perth Glory: Chantel Jones (Gk), Sarah Car- 
roll, Bronwyn Studman, Shannon May, Ella 
Mastrantonio, Rosie Sutton, Kate Gill (Jess 
Dillon 59’), Elisa D’ovidio, Thia Eastman, 
Marianna Tabain, Christina Julien (Amy 
Knights 66’) 

Substitutes - Gabrielle Dal Busco (Gk), 
Shawn Billam 

Cautions — Kate Gill 15’, Ella Mastrantonio 
37’, Chantel Jones 37’ 


Adelaide United 2 (Lisa-Marie Woods 10’, 
Rachael Quigley 13’ Pen) 

Canberra United 0 

Sunday 5 January 2014 

Burton Park, Adelaide 

Referee: Casey Reibelt 


Adelaide United: Melissa Barbieri (Gk), 
Laura Stockdale, Rachael Quigley (Jesse 
Wharepouri 92’), Lisa-Marie Woods, Mo- 
nique lannella, Daila-Tais Borg, Jenna 
Mccormick, Jessica Waterhouse (Emily 
Condon 59’), Tiarn Powel (Jayah Brown 78’) 
Snez Veljanovska, Kristy Moore 
Substitutes — Kelly Barltrop (Gk) 

Cautions — None 


Canberra United: Lydla Williams (Gk), 
Catherine Brown, Kendall Fletcher, Ellie 
Brush, Grace Gill, Michelle Heyman, Sally 
Rojahn (Meg Mclaughlin 57’), Nicole Sykes, 
Ashleigh Sykes (Jennifer Bisset 85’), Lori 
Lindsey, Stephanie Ochs 

Substitutes — Trudy Burke (Gk), Caitlin 
Munoz 

Cautions — Lydia Williams 13’ 


Twitter @francisfields 
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Francis Fields 


FIFA President Sepp Blat- 
ter spoke this week about 
Brazil’s slow preparations 
for the World Cup in 


June later this year. 

Blatter said in front of a media 
conference that the South Ameri- 
can country is further behind than 
any other hosting the international 
event during his tenure. 

Brazil has completed only six of 
the twelve World Cup stadiums 
despite a FIFA deadline to finish 
by the end of 2013. 

“Brazil has just realized what it 
means to organize a World Cup,” 
Blatter said in an interview with 
Swiss newspaper 24 Heures. 
They started a lot too late. It is 
he country which is the furthest 
behind since I’ve been at FIFA and 
moreover, it’s the only one that 
had so much time - seven years - 

0 prepare itself.” 

Six of the stadiums were ready 
for last year’s Confederations Cup. 
One of the remaining six was sym- 
bolically delivered on New Year’s 
Eve, although it won’t be fully 


ready until the end of the month. 

Blatter also said he believes there 
will be more of the protests, 
similar to those that marred the 
Confederations Cup. But he 
doesn’t think they will impact the 
World Cup. 

At the peak of last year’s protests, 
some one million people took to 
the streets across Brazil in a single 
day, complaining initially of higher 
bus fares, corruption and poor 
public services. Those protests 
extended to the billions of dollars 
spent on the World Cup and 2016 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. 

Jerome Valcke, the top FIFA of- 
ficial in charge of the World Cup, 
said recently that the tournament 
would have ‘’the highest level of 
security you can imagine.” 

BBC correspondent Tim Vickery 
pointed out some very interesting 
points about this situation. 

The Englishman recounts on his 
online blog about a train ride com- 
ing back from a Fluminense home 
match. It was after a midweek 
game at Rio’s Maracana stadium. 
The local side in action is viewed 
traditionally as the club of the Rio 
elite, and a group of young, self- 
proclaimed playboys were drawing 
attention to themselves, banging a 
rhythm on the side of the carriage 
as they belted out their songs. 

The train went through the city 
centre, when suddenly a pas- 


senger yelled at the young boys, in 
reference at the amount of public 
money that had been spent on the 
Maracana, the high price of the 
tickets and the distorted priorities 
of the Brazilian state. 

In other words, it is clearly evi- 
dent of the public discontent. 
“The boom, then, has created a 
culture of rising expectations. And 
it has also clogged up the roads 

in Brazil’s big cities. More credit 
and more prosperity mean more 


cars on the same old roads - and 
without significant investment in 
mass transport infra-structure. It 
is no coincidence that the protest 
movement flared up on the issue 
of public transport - and only 
afterwards focused much of its 
fire on public spending on football 
tournaments. 

The World Cup was supposed to 
help improve the situation. Brazil- 
ian society was explicitly told that 
all the money spent on stadiums 
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would be private, leaving the 
public purse free to invest in infra- 
structure. But that is not the way 
that things have turned out at all” 
On the bright side, tourism as 
always is an important backbone 
to the economy and with football 
not just the national sport, but also 
its fervent religion, the tourna- 
ment on a emotional, spiritual, and 
purely on entertainment value will 
be without a doubt played in its 
heartland. 


will the World Cup do to Brazil? 


Still on economics, the Brasilia 
national stadium is the most 
expensive project of all. Back in 
the Confederations Cup, it only 
held the opening game. As for the 
World Cup, it will play host to 
seven matches. Historically the 
tournament personifies the nation 
on the world scale as winners, as 
an almighty figure of victory and 
might. 

It defines the country on a social 
and cultural level. The answers to 
the questions are few and far be- 
tween. One aspect that authorities 
have promised is a crackdown on 
tight security and police enforce- 
ment and this without a doubt 
will be fundamental in providing 
the Brazilian government, the 
Brazilian Football Confederation 
and FIFA a smooth running of the 
event. 

Every four years, the nation is 
wrapped with the progress of its 
national team but this time with 
the World Cup on home soil, and 
with the world watching, the im- 
age must be of utmost importance. 
These days of digital technology 
and social media, means that any 
excessive force from authorities 
can be captured and spread viral. 
Any mistake from authorities on 
and off the field and the protests 
could turn even nastier. 

The drums will roll, the party will 
happen but the question will be, at 
what price? 


Anyone for ... football? Tennis stars reveal their true colours 


By Francis Fields 


potted last Saturday at 
S AAMI Park was Serbian 
top gun Novak Djokovic 
watching Melbourne Victory 
lose to Brisbane Roar. 
Whilst he may have only 
witnessed the first half of the 
encounter, the “Joker’s” affiliation 
with football stretches a bit more 
with the Argentine capital city 
of Buenos Aires showing him 
the keys to the city and present- 
ing him with the jerseys of two 
of their top sides, Boca Juniors 
and San Lorenzo de Almagro, the 
recently crowned Argentine league 
champions. 
The former is the most popular 
side in Argentina and the latter has 
created plenty of noise because 
it is the club team Pope Francis 
devoutly follows. 
As a result, “Nole” was given an 
official club membership with San 
Lorenzo. Djokovic has however 
on a number of occasions admitted 
fo being a staunch follower of top 
Serbian side Red Star Belgrade. 

Still on Boca Juniors, Argentine 
fast server Juan Martin del Potro 
is also a well-known Boca sup- 
porter. The native from Tandil is 
a club member and whenever he 
gets the chance to visit the iconic 
La Bombonera stadium, he is spot- 
ted cheering on his side. 

Del Potro ceased the opportunity 
while with Boca club board mem- 
bers at La Bombonera to enlist 
Djokovic and Federer as official 
registered Boca club members as 
well. 

When asked about his strong 
following of football, Del Potro 
confessed his love for the game is 
so strong he loves it possibly even 
more than tennis! 

“When I was 12-13 years of age, 

[ played both football and tennis. 

[ had to choose between one of 

the two, and I chose tennis simply 
because I was selected in my (foot- 
ball) youth teams to play whilst 

for tennis I was also selected to 
play a South American tournament 
over in Brazil, and this was more 
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attractive so I chose tennis”, he 
admitted. 

His compatriot David Nalbandi- 
an meanwhile is a notable River 
Plate fan. 

Swiss maestro Roger Federer is 
also a very notable and keen FC 
Basel fan. The last time the “Fed 
Express” spoke about his side and 
was seen in the stands at St. Jakob 
Park in Basel was during last 
year’s Europa League semi final 
against Chelsea. 

It is Rafael Nadal however who 
raises eyebrows due to his follow- 
ing of Real Madrid. 

One would think Rafa’s allegianc- 
es would run in the family being 
the nephew of former Barce- 
lona player Miguel Angel Nadal, 
however the Mallorca native has 
on numerous occasions expressed 
with his support for Madrid. 

Rafa has also been known to be 
active in the ownership of Real 
Mallorca, the Balearic club now 
playing in the Liga Adelante, 

Spain’s second tier division. 
Andy Murray is also a notable 
Hibernian fan, was said to have 
been offered a place in Rangers’ 
academy when he was a child 
while the aforementioned Roger 
Federer played striker for the 
youth team of Concordia Basel, 
and used to play against Davis Cup 
team-mate Marco Chiudinelli 
who played sweeper for FC Basel 
alhough, both decidedly stuck to 
tennis. 

Some other players and former 
players can’t quite shake off the 
football bug though. Take Goran 
Ivanisevic who once said: “I have 
two dreams in my life. One is to 
win Wimbledon. The other is to 
play once for Hajduk Split.” 

In 2001 he nearly did both. He 
won Wimbledon of course but he 
also got close to playing for his 
hometown team. Hajduk registered 
him as a player on a short-term 
contract with the then coach 
Nenad Gracan saying the big Croat 
had an ability that was “close to 
professional level.” 

Ivanisevic also has a soft spot for 
West Bromwich Albion and wore 
their shirt before a BlackRock 


Masters clash a few years back. 
The Chileans for instance in 
former number one Marcelo Rios, 
made a name for himself with the 
press during Wimbledon in 1998 
by reluctantly withdrawing from 
the prestigious grass-court Grand 
Slam by saying he preferred to 
support his country in that year’s 
World Cup in France. 

His compatriots, recently retired 
and former 2004 Olympic gold 
medallists Nicolas Massu and 
Fernando Gonzalez are Everton 
of Vina del Mar and Colo-Colo 
fans respectively. 

Marcos Baghdatis is another 


huge football fan and a passionate \ 


supporter of Apollon Limassol of 
Cyprus. He has even organised 
fundraising matches with them 

in the past and sometimes when 
he wins a big point on court he 
shouts the club’s rallying cry “Ela 
Apollon.” 

Former players Boris Becker 


expressed his following for Bayern 


Munich, former Swedish star Ste- 
fan Edberg follows Leeds United, 
whilst former big hitting Russian 
Marat Safin had his allegiances 
with Spartak Moscow. 

Former UK number one Tim 
Henman is a fan of Fulham while 
former German top ranked player 
Michael Stich is a Hamburg fan. 
Over to the WTA circuit, Victoria 
Azarenka of Belarus has openly 
confessed during the 2012 US 
Open at Flushing Meadows about 
her love as an avid Barcelona fan. 
Another women’s player who fol- 
lows our beautiful game is Danish 
star is Caroline Wozniacki who 
highlighted her passion for Liver- 
pool FC by coming out on court 
wearing a Steven Gerrard jersey 
before her WTA Doha win over 
Flavia Pennetta back in 2011. 

The Dane was acting on pressure 


from some of her Twitter followers 


who asked her for a public display 
of her affection for the Reds on 
court. 

One thing Woznaicki cannot 

be accused of is being is a glory 
hunter, she was born a couple of 


months AFTER Liverpool last won 


the English league title in 1990. 


Wozniacki (Liverpool) 


Novak (Red Star) 


Nadal (Real Madrid) 


\ Federer (FC Basel) 
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bruised, Roma fall 


eight behind Juve 


Serie A resumed with Ju- in 
venus further extending — Jyye were comprehensive against title aspirants Roma. 
their lead atop the table, - 
ending Roma’s unbeaten | ; 
3 : It was the penultimate game of 
start to the season in the : the season and in the second half 
» Juventus were down to 10 men, 
The winter break only added to the : 


process. 


drama. Given the clash was sched- 


two Scudetto contenders, Juventus 


onship charge? Or would the Bian- 
coneri pull clear of the pack? 


ating that going up against Juven- 
tus is akin to an 11 v 14 match. He 


is a unique encounter, but games 
against Juventus are like a second 


I was a fan seeing as there has al- 
ways been a footballing hatred be- 
tween the two.” 

The hatred stems back to another 


decisive encounter, in 1981-82. 


when Maurizio Turone thought he 


' had given Roma the lead. The Lupi 
uled for the first matchday fol- : 
lowing the break, it prolonged the : 
anticipation. The story was written: : 


went into the contest a point behind 
and appeared headed to overtake 
Giovanni Trapattoni’s side. Until 


_ the linesman’s flag went up. The 
five points clear of unbeaten and | 
second-placed Roma. Could Rudi : 
Garcia’s side reignite their champi-_: 


goal was disallowed and as televi- 
sion replays later showed, wrongly 
so. It ended 0-0 and Juventus were 


: crowned champions the following 
- weekend. 

Francesco Totti fanned the flames | 
by stating the Giallorossi had better: 
players individually, while insinu- : 


Debate has raged for more than 30 
years. It sparked the intense rivalry 
between the clubs. Last year Rai’s 


: head of the slow-motion replay 
- Carlo Sassi admitted footage was 
went on to say: “The Rome derby - 


doctored to show Turone was on- 


: side during the evening highlights 
: package. Was the linesman cor- 
derby for me. It was like that when | 


rect all along? Modern technology 


: shows Turone was perhaps still 


slightly onside, Sassi insists other- 
wise. Then-Juventus President Gi- 
ampiero Boniperti remarked it was 


Roma 
fans have never forgotten the in- 
cident. 

Back to 2014, Antonio Conte 
dismissed Totti’s claims as ‘pub 


a “matter of centimetres.” 


talk provocation’. He was more 
interested in the composition of 
his starting line-up. Andrea Pirlo 
ended his Christmas holidays early 
in order to prove his fitness after 
a month out, while Andrea Barza- 
gli and Carlos Tevez were also in 
doubt for injury and personal rea- 
sons respectively. All three started. 
Garcia was without the injured 
Federico Balzaretti, and was fo- 
cused on going to Turin to win. 
Following their historic 10-win 
start, the capital club struggled. In 
seven games since they recorded 
just two wins, but were boosted 
by a year-ending 4-0 thumping of 
Catania. If they were to reduce the 
lead, Roma would have to over- 
come a poor Juventus Stadium 
record: three matches, three losses, 
one goal scored and 11 conceded. 

As Roma stumbled in the dying 


LY SerieA 


P W DHL F A GD Pts 


1 Juventus ASe1Ge 1 Ay 42e 1 
2 Roma iW & 4) Sh 0) 
3 Napoli kw & 8 ss 20 
4 Fiorentina 18 113 4 34 20 
5 Hellas Verona ASe1O5 25 16; 34 27 
6 Internazionale We es} yh 
7 Torino bo 7 8 Sl 2 
8 Parma ie 8 AR 2G 
9 Genoa bo 8 wv i wy 
10 Lazio iG 6 ww 2 2G 
11 Milan ky 7 @ 2 2G 
12 Cagliari 184 9 5 18 24 
13 Udinese hoe 2 O18 2% 
14 Sampdoria 1854 Ghee S127, 
15 Atalanta ky & O 48 2 
16 Chievo ey 2 eh Say 28) 
17 Bologna ke 6 © id ss 
18 Sassuolo Sg iy eb 
19 Livorno ie choot 1G 8) 
20 Catania ie) th hl ap 


embers of 2013, Juve excelled. The 
Old Lady enjoyed nine successive 
triumphs, in process conceding 
only one goal, in their most recent 
outing with Atalanta. They still won 
4-1. There was also a favourite son 
in the stands, with David Trezeguet 
watching his beloved Bianconeri in 
action. His visit was scheduled for 


and he received a warm welcome 
from all. 

Totti further provoked before kick- 
off, unrepentant for earlier com- 
ments. “Everyone is free to say 
what they want. I expressed my 
thoughts. It’s their problem if they 
got upset.” 

His side came out swinging in a 
high-octane opening half. Roma 
took the early initiative and con- 
trolled possession, with Juve sit- 
ting back to nullify the counter-at- 
tacking threat. Morgan De Sanctis 
was an early spectator, but on 17 
minutes was pulling the ball out 
of his net. From a throw-in Tevez 
laid off for Arturo Vidal and the 
Chilean sneaked his shot in at the 
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near post. 


15 minutes remaining. Daniele De 


mak- 


there remains a long way to go. “I 
am only ever moderately satisfied 


Chievo 0 - 0 Cagliari 
Fiorentina 1 - 0 Livorno 
Juventus 3 - 0 Roma 
Napoli 2 - 0 Sampdoria 
Catania 2 - 0 Bologna 
Genoa 2 - 0 Sassuolo 

Milan 3 - 0 Atalanta 

Parma 3 - 1 Torino 

Udinese 1 - 3 Hellas Verona 
Lazio 1 - 0 Internazionale 


Livorno v Parma 
Bologna v Lazio 

Torino v Fiorentina 
Atalanta v Catania 
Cagliari v Juventus 
Hellas Verona v Napoli 
Roma v Genoa 
Sassuolo v Milan 
Sampdoria v Udinese 
Internazionale v Chievo 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


The surprise of the season, Verona continues to 
hang around the European zone - now up to fifth 
after defeating Udinese. Napoli can climb to second, 
but face a potential banana skin in the north of Italy. 


. until we achieve our targets, so this 
: Juve were ahead - just - at the break | 
- and it was two when play resumed. 
| Pirlo’s free kick was met by a late- 
» moving Leonardo Bonucci, who 
: slid in with perfection at the back : 
: post. Trezeguet would have been | 
_ proud of the finish. 
' Roma inexplicably collapsed with | 
December but had to be postponed : 


remains a stepping stone, but noth- 


» ing definitive. There’s an entire 
: second half of the season to go and 
» we must do well. These eight points 


are important, but must not become 
an illusion, as if they rob us of the 


- concentration and desire we need 


then we’ll be in real trouble. Any- 


: thing could happen.” 
: Rossi was sent off for a scything ; 
- tackle on Giorgio Chiellini — 
' ing his 300th Juventus appear- 
' ance. From the resulting free kick ‘ 
: Leandro Castan handballed with . 
: Chiellini’s header set to cross the 
' line. Roma were suddenly down to 
' nine men and three goals behind — | 
| substitute and former Roma man 
» Mirko Vucinic netting the penalty. 
: The capital club were left to ponder ; 
: as their unbeaten start to the season 
' was ended at 17 matches. Garcia | 
' conceded Juventus were more ruth- 
' less than his side. 

: They now sit eight points adrift ; 
: of the Turin outfit. Conte insisted 


Yet after taking 49 points out of 


a possible 54, it’s going to take a 
: mighty effort from one of the chal- 


lengers to stop this Juventus. 
Meanwhile, Napoli closed to 


» within two points of Roma with a 
- nervy 2-0 victory over Sampdoria 


on Monday. Dries Mertens netted 
twice, while the visitors were de- 


: nied by the woodwork on two oc- 


casions. 
Kaka celebrated his 100th goal as 
Milan defeated Atalanta 3-0. The 


: Brazilian opened the scoring to 
» notch the mark and later added his 


101st. It’s a morale boosting start to 
the New Year for the Rossoneri. 


Pepe iigues 


Top of La Liga 
set to clash 


Atletico Madrid will be 
hosting an unlikely top 
of the table clash against 
Barcelona this Sunday 
morning Australian East- 
ern Time. 

In previous years, this particu- 
lar clash between La Liga lead- 
ers would be reserved for the El 
Clasico between Real Madrid 
and Barcelona, however in a re- 
markable first half season perfor- 
mance, Diego Simeone has guid- 
ed his Atletico team to be level on 
points with Spanish Champions 
Barcelona. 

Atletico Madrid won a difficult 
fixture away to Malaga 1-0 last 
weekend, whilst Barcelona de- 
feated lowly Elche 4-0 at home. 


David Villa comes up against his old club when Athletico 
Madrid go to head-to-head with Barcelona. 


After the match with Malaga, 
Atletico Coach Diego Simeone 
had this to say; 

“It was a very difficult game, we 
had to sweat a lot for the win. 
Barcelona? We will await to see 
what tomorrow will bring - we 
have been accustomed with them. 
We must take everything day-by- 
day.” 

Atleti travelled away to Valen- 
cia mid-week for the Ist leg of 
the Copa Del Rey Round 16 and 
managed to get an away one-all 
draw. Barcelona meanwhile have 
a home Copa Del Rey fixture 
against Getafe, which will be Bar- 


celona Coach Gerardo Martino’s 
last chance to give star Leo Messi 
some game time prior to the top 
of the La Liga table clash on the 
weekend. Messi has not played 
any football for 2 months, after 
succumbing to a repeat hamstring 
injury. 

Martino had this to say this week- 
end in regards to Messi; 

“Messi rehabbed well and has 
trained like the rest of the team. 
Maybe he lacks some playing 
time, but with Leo I don’t think 
that will be a problem. Messi 
gives us all a boost of confidence. 
With him at our side, we all feel 


PWD Ear al 
1 Barcelona 1h as 4) i) BE) 12 
2 Atlético Madrid 1 We aa] Le TH 
3 Real Madrid 1 WN ee A tay All 
4 Athletic Club 18 WW 2 & Ai 
5 Real Sociedad 1 By ub eb) 78) 
6 Villarreal iB ZG ey AM) 
7 Sevilla i ch  @ sh 2) 
8 Valencia iif Ow 8) 
9 Getafe i i 7h BR) i) 80) 
10 Espanyol (1 Gy 2h eee Re! 
11 Malaga ih iy BG) a) 
12 Levante (ey Br EY yh ae 
13 Granada i Ge 22 4 i 5 
14 Almeria i ty 2b oe) i By 
15 Osasuna ie) By i) By 2) 
16 Elche i 2 Ee 8) sf ae 
17RealValladolid 18 3 7 8 21 29 
18 Celta de Vigo 184 4 10 21 30 
19RayoVallecano 18 4 1 13 18 45 
20 Real Betis 1 2 hl i 88 


more secure.” 

However, on the eve of Barca’s 
Copa Del Rey Match against 
Getafe, Martino sounded less 
confident; 

“Messi is fine, but I don’t know 
if hell be able to play against 
Atletico. He has trained well 
though, and looks good physi- 
cally and mentally. I haven’t de- 
cided on the team for the Copa 
del Rey game yet, let alone next 
weekend. We know what’s impor- 
tant is our shape. I can’t say for 
sure if we’ll rotate in the week, 
but I think it makes sense to try to 
peak towards the end of the sea- 
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son. There was a lot of pressure 
for him to play against Elche, that 
would have been the normal thing 
to do. However, the difference 
now is that he has had more train- 
ing sessions with the team.” 

The Spanish Cup competition 
midweek fixtures have truly come 
at an awkward time in the season, 
with both Atleti and Barca both 
anxious about their upcoming La 
Liga clash. Barcelona no doubt 
have full respect for their La Liga 
rivals Atletico Madrid, and Barca 
Coach Martino had this to say of 
his counterpart Diego Simeone; 
“T think what Diego Simeone has 


Latest Results Next Match 


Malaga 0 - 1 Atlético Madrid Granada v Real Valladolid 
Real Valladolid 0 - 0 Real Betis Athletic Club v Almeria 
Valencia 2 - 0 Levante 
Almeria 3 - 0 Granada 
Sevilla 3 - 0 Getafe 
Barcelona 4 - 0 Elche 
Osasuna 1 - 0 Espanyol 
R Sociedad 2 - 0 Athletic Club Espanyol v Real Madrid 
Real Madrid 3 - 0 Celta Vigo 
Rayo Vallecano 2 - 5 Villarreal 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Massive games in La Liga this weekend starting with 
top of the table clash between Atletico Madrid and 
Barcelona. Celta Vigo host Valencia, and Espanyol take 
on Real Madrid. All matches are broadcast live on Fox 
Sports. Check the TV Listings on page 8 for KO times. 


Celta de Vigo v Valencia 
Atlético Madrid v Barcelona 
Elche v Sevilla 

Getafe v Rayo Vallecano 
Real Betis v Osasuna 


Levante v Malaga 
Villarreal v R Sociedad 


done at Atletico Madrid is far 
more impressive than what I’ve 
done here. You have to consider 
the squad I have got and consid- 
ering how far Cholo’s side have 
come on since he first arrived 
there. Is it hard to choose a team 
with the squad I have to choose 
from? If I have a problem with 
this squad, imagine what the rest 
of the coaches must think! My 
position is much easier. First, 
though, we must focus on Getafe. 
There will be enough time to 
think about the league and Atlet- 
ico. This weekend’s match is be- 
ing talked about more outside the 
dressing room than in it.” 
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Manchester United 1 - 2 Swansea City Hov... 


Cup 3rd Round 


Blackburn Rovers 1 - 1 Manchester City 
Barnsley 1 - 2 Coventry City 

Yeovil Town 4 - 0 Leyton Orient 

Bristol City 1 - 1 Watford 

Southend United 4 - 1 Millwall 
Middlesbrough 0 - 2 Hull City 

West Bromwich ... 0 - 2 Crystal Palace 
Kidderminster ... 0 - 0 Peterborough U... 
Doncaster Rovers 2 - 3 Stevenage 
Stoke City 2 - 1 Leicester City 
Southampton 4 - 3 Burnley 

Newcastle United 1 - 2 Cardiff City 
Rochdale 2 - 0 Leeds United 

Wigan Athletic 3 - 3 Milton Keynes Dons 
Norwich City 1 - 1 Fulham 

Aston Villa 1 - 2 Sheffield United 
Macclesfield Town 1 - 1 Sheffield Wedn... 
Bolton Wanderers 2 - 1 Blackpool 
Everton 4 - 0 Queens Park Ra... 
Brighton & Hov... 1 - 0 Reading 
Grimsby Town 2 - 3 Huddersfield Town 
Ipswich Town 1 - 1 Preston North End 
Arsenal 2 - 0 Tottenham Hotspur 
Nottingham Forest 5 - 0 West Ham United 
Sunderland 3 - 1 Carlisle United 

Derby County 0 - 2 Chelsea 

Liverpool 2 - 0 Oldham Athletic 

Port Vale 2 - 2 Plymouth Argyle 


Charlton Athletic v Oxford United 
Birmingham City v Bristol Rovers / Crawley 
Town 

AFC Bournemouth v Burton Albion 


FA Cup 3rd Round Replays 


Watford v Bristol City 

Peterborough U... v Kidderminster ... 
Milton Keynes Dons v Wigan Athletic 
Fulham v Norwich City 

Sheffield Wedn... v Macclesfield Town 
Preston North End v Ipswich Town 
Plymouth Argyle v Port Vale 
Manchester City v Blackburn Rovers 


Replays to be held on Wed 15/01/14 


FA Cup 4th Round 


Arsenal v Coventry City 

AFC Bournemouth / Burton Albion v Liver- 
pool 

Sunderland v Kidderminster Harriers / 
Peterborough United 

Bolton Wanderers v Cardiff City 
Southampton v Yeovil Town 

Huddersfield Town v Charlton Athletic / 
Oxford United 

Port Vale / Plymouth Argyle v Brighton & 


Nottingham Forest v Ipswich Town / Preston 


North End 

Southend United v Hull City 

Rochdale v Macclesfield Town / Sheffield 
Wednesday 

Wigan Athletic / Milton Keynes Dons v 
Crystal Palace 

Blackburn Rovers / Manchester City v 
Bristol City / Watford 

Stevenage v Everton 

Sheffield United v Norwich City / Fulham 


Chelsea v Stoke City 


Matches to be played on weekend of 
25/01/14 


Kilmarnock 2 - 1 St. Mirren 
Hibernian 2 - 1 Heart of Midlo... 
Motherwell PSTP Inverness CT 
Ross County 1 - 0 St. Johnstone 
St. Mirren 0 - 4 Celtic 

Dundee United 2 - 2 Hibernian 
Heart of Midlo... 0 - 2 Partick Thistle 
Kilmarnock 0 - 1 Aberdeen 


Scottish Cup 5th Rd Draw 


Rangers v Dunfermline At... 
Celtic v Aberdeen 

Alloa Athletic v Dumbarton 
Stranraer v Inverness CT 
Hibernian v Raith Rovers 
Albion Rovers v Stenhousemuir 
Forfar Athletic v St. Johnstone 
Dundee United v St. Mirren 


Matches to be played Sat 08/02/14 


PAS Giannina 0 - 2 Asteras Tripolis 
Ergotelis 0 - 1 Atromitos 
Olympiakos Piraeus 4 - 0 Kalloni 
Panaitolikos 1 - 0 Panathinaikos 
Veria 2 - 2 Platanias 

Panionios 0 - 0 OF! 

Panthrakikos 1 - 0 Levadiakos 
Xanthi 1 - 2 PAOK 

Aris 0 - 2 Apollon Smirnis 


Spanish Copa Del Rey 


Valencia 1 - 1 Atlético Madrid 
Alcorcon 1 - 0 Espanyol 
Real Betis 1 - 0 Athletic Club 

Racing Santander 1 - 1 Almeria 
Barcelona 4 - 0 Getafe 

Real Sociedad v Villarreal 

Rayo Vallecano v Levante 

Real Madrid v Osasuna 


2nd Legs to be played Thu 16th Jan 
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One Game At A Time 


France 


Saint-Etienne v Evian TG 


League 


Montpellier v Monaco Tesumes 
Ajaccio v PSG Saturday 
Bordeaux v Toulouse 9th Feb 
Guingamp v Saint-Etienne 2014 due 
Olympique Lyonnais v Sochaux _t Winter 
Rennes v Nice break 
Valenciennes v Bastia 

Nantes v Lorient 

Evian TG v Olympique Mars... 


Borussia M’gla... v Bayern Munchen 


Borussia Dortmund v Augsburg League 

Stuttgart v Mainz 05 resumes 
Wolfsburg v Hannover 96 Saturday 
Nurnberg v Hoffenheim 25th Jan 
Freiburg v Bayer Leverkusen 2014 due 
Eintracht Fran...vHerthaBSC to winter 


Werder Bremen v Eintracht Brau...break 


Istra 1961 v Dinamo Zagreb League 
Zadar v Osijek resumes 
Rijeka v Dinamo Zagreb Saturday 
Split v Hajduk Split 8th Feb 
Hrvatski Drago... v Istra 1961 2014 due 
Lokomotiva v Slaven Koprivnica _ to winter 
break 


Radni¢ki Kragu v Radnicki Nis 


Novi Pazar v Partizan League 

Cukaricki v Rad Beograd resumes 
Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice Saturday 
Vozdovac v OFK Beograd 23rd Feb 
Donji Srem v Vojvodina 2014 due 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor Ivanjica ee 


Napredak v Jagodina 


English Championship 


Leicester City v Derby County 
Sheffield Wedn... v Leeds United 
Yeovil Town v Burnley 

Bolton Wanderers v Nottingham Forest 
Watford v Reading 

Brighton & Hov... v Birmingham City 
Blackpool v Middlesbrough 
Huddersfield Town v Millwall 
Blackburn Rovers v Doncaster Rovers 
Ipswich Town v Queens Park Ra... 
Wigan Athletic v AFC Bournemouth 
Charlton Athletic v Barnsley 


English League One 


Notts County v Sheffield United 
Colchester United v Gillingham 
Rotherham United v Crewe Alexandra 
Brentford v Port Vale 
Wolverhampton ... v Preston North End 
Leyton Orient v Carlisle United 

Bradford City v Bristol City 

Milton Keynes Dons v Shrewsbury Town 
Oldham Athletic v Stevenage 

Tranmere Rovers v Walsall 

Swindon Town v Peterborough U... 
Coventry City v Crawley Town 


English League Two 


Wycombe Wanderers v AFC Wimbledon 
Newport County v Northampton Town 
Torquay United v Morecambe 

York City v Dagenham & Red... 

Exeter City v Mansfield Town 
Cheltenham Town v Chesterfield 
Portsmouth v Accrington Stanley 
Rochdale v Burton Albion 

Scunthorpe United v Bristol Rovers 
Bury v Oxford United 

Accrington Stanley v Newport County 
Dagenham & Red... v Fleetwood Town 


Aberdeen v Hibernian 

Heart of Midlo... v Motherwell 
Partick Thistle v Ross County 
St. Johnstone v St. Mirren 
Inverness CT v Dundee United 


OFI v Veria 

Levadiakos v Ergotelis 
Panathinaikos v Panionios 
PAOK v Panaitolikos 

Asteras Tripolis v Platanias 
Apollon Smirnis v PAS Giannina 
Panthrakikos v Xanthi 

Atromitos v Olympiakos Piraeus 
Kalloni v Aris 


Kasimpasa v Karabiikspor League 

Genclerbirligi v Rizespor resumes 
Bursaspor v Eskisehirspor Saturday 
Trabzonspor v Besiktas 25th Jan 
Sivasspor v Kayserispor 2014 due 
Elazigspor v Akhisar Beledi... to winter 


Kayseri Erciye... vAntalyaspor break 
Gaziantepspor v Galatasaray 
Fenerbahge v Konyaspor 


Twente v Heracles 


AZ v NAC Breda nepal 
RKC Waalwijk v Groningen Saturday 
PEC Zwolle v Vitesse 48th Jan 
Heerenveen v Roda JC 2014 due 
NEC v ADO Den Haag to winter 
Cambuur v Go Ahead Eagles break 
Utrecht v Feyenoord 

Ajax v PSV 


Portugal 


Sporting Braga v Vitoria Guimaraes 


Rio Ave v Maritimo League 
Estoril v Sporting CP resumes 
Arouca v Belenenses Saturday 
Académica v Pagos de Ferreira 13th Jan 
Benfica v Porto 2014 due 
Olhanense v Vitoria Setubal to winter 
Nacional v Gil Vicente break 


www.goalweekly.com 


WORLD OF SOCCER 


GET READY FOR PRE-SEASON! 


Nike Mercurial 
Vapor 


S260 Huge Range 


pelads Nike Mercurial 
Copa Mondial f ef Reusch keeper gloves 


Bibs, Speed Ladders, Agility Poles, Training Balls, Match Balls and More! 
MENTION THIS ADVERT FOR A 10% DISCOUNT 


shop 4/11 Lonsdale St. ars} (03) 9794 5860 


Lycamobile 


Call the world for less 
This season, get closer to your friends & family with Lycamobile 
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International National Calls 
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Call the world for less 
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ere Free Calls from Lycamobile Australia to Lycamobile Australia & Lycamobile USA, Austria, Italy are valid until 31/1/14. 
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